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Prelude 
Now the Silence (tune, 1968) Jonathan Kohrs (b. 1963) (2014)  
  

Hymn   stand 

Lift High the Cross (1980) Combined choirs 

 



 
 

Commentary  sit 
 

 
 
 
Anthem 
Set Me as a Seal (2014)  The Kapelle 
 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, 
 as a seal upon your arm, 
for love is strong as death. 
              (Song of Solomon 8:6a) 
 

 
 
 
Anthem    
When Memory Fades (2020) Grace Parish Choir 
 

When memory fades and recognition falters, 
When eyes we love grow dim, and minds confused, 
Speak to our souls of love that never alters; 
Speak to our hearts by pain and fear abused. 
O God of life and healing peace, empower us  
With patient courage, by your grace infused.  

 

As the frailness grows, and youthful strengths diminish, 
In weary arms, which worked their earnest fill. 
Your aging servants labor now to finish 
Their earthly tasks as fits your mystery’s will. 
We grieve their waning, yet rejoice, believing, 
Your arms, unwearied, shall uphold us still. 
 

Within your spirit, goodness lives unfading. 
The past and future mingle into one. 
All joys remain, un-shadowed light pervading. 
No valued deed will ever be undone. 
Your mind enfolds all finite acts and offerings. 
Held in your heart, our deathless life is won.  
                                                  (Mary Louise Bringle) 

 

 
 
 
Commentary 
 

  



 
 

Hymn   stand 

Thy Strong Word (1974) Combined choirs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 All 
5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 
   Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
 Throats to shout the hope that fills us, 
   Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
  Alleluia! Alleluia!  
   May the light which Thou dost send 
 Fill our songs with alleluias,  
   Alleluias without end! 

 All 
6 God the Father, light-creator, 
  To Thee laud and honor be. 
 To Thee, Light from Light begotten, 
  Praise be sung eternally. 
 Holy Spirit, light-revealer,  
  Glory, glory be to Thee. 
 Mortals, angels, now and ever  
  Praise the holy Trinity! 



 
 

Commentary  sit 

 
Anthem 
Oh, How Blest Are They (2020) Schola Cantorum 
Oh, how blest are they whose toils are ended, 
Who through death have unto God ascended! 
They have arisen 
From the cares that keep us still in prison. 
 

Christ has wiped away all tears forever; 
They have that for which we still endeavor; 
By them are chanted 
Songs that ne’er to mortal ears were granted. 

Come, O Christ, and loose the chains that bind us; 
Lead us forth and cast this world behind us. 
With Thee, the Anointed,  
Finds the soul its joy and rest appointed. 
                     (Simon Dach, tr. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow) 

 
Anthem    
They Are before the Throne (2005) Grace Parish Choir 
They are before the throne of God, 
and serve him day and night in his temple, 
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
They shall hunger and thirst no more;  
the sun shall not strike them, 
     nor any scorching heat; 
for the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 
     and he will guide them to springs of living water, 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 

                    (Revelation 7:15–17, adapt. CFS) 
 
Commentary 
 
Hymn   stand 

Add One More Song (tune, 1993; setting, 2008) Combined choirs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Commentary  sit 

 
 
Anthem 
Abide with Me (2019) The Kapelle 
Abide with me: fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
Earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away. 
Change and decay in all around I see. 
O thou who changest not, abide with me. 
 

I need thy presence every passing hour. 
What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 
Who like thyself my guide and strength can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 
 
I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless, 
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 
 

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes. 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 
Heaven’s morning breaks and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
                                                                              (Henry F. Lyte) 

 



 
 

Hymn   stand 

O Day Full of Grace (1980) Combined choirs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers    
The prayers conclude with the following: 
Luther’s Evening Prayer (2011) Combined choirs
I thank you, heavenly Father,  
Through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
You kept me safely through the day,  
Now keep me safe this night, I pray. 
 
Forgive my sins where I have erred  
In wrongful deed or thought or word. 
Be with me through the dark night hours  
Lest I succumb to Satan’s powers. 
 

Into your hands, O Father,  
I offer all I am and have. 
Your holy angel in the night  
Keep watch o’er me till morning light. 
 
O Christ, my Savior, be my song  
Each morning, evening, all day long, 
Who with the Father we give praise,  
And Holy Spirit, all our days. Amen. 
                       (Martin Luther; para. CFS)



 
 

Hymn    

The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, Is Ended (1985) Combined choirs 

 

Blessing 
 
 

☩    ☩    ☩ 
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