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Altar Flowers  

Altar flowers may be sponsored by members who wish to celebrate a special occasion or 

to honor the memory of a loved one. Stop by the front desk to sign up. 
 

As We Gather 

The funny thing about both the sheep and the goats is that they’re surprised to discover 

who they really are. The sheep do not seem particularly aware of taking care of the needs 

of their neighbors. The goats do not seem particularly aware of their negligence. But the 

final judgment reveals them for who they are. If that doesn’t stop you cold, I don’t know 

what will. Truth be told, there’s not a pure sheep in the flock. We have all sinned, turning 

from the needs of those around us. Thanks be to God that Christ our King is the Good 

Shepherd who died even for the goats. But if we are forgiven, let us also be ignorant no 

longer. Open your eyes, your hearts! Your neighbor needs you, and your King is sending 

you to them. 
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+  GATHERING  + 
  

PRELUDE: Trumpet Tune in D David N. Johnson 
  

We stand. 

ENTRANCE HYMN: Crown Him with Many Crowns (green) LBW #170 
 

 

Stanzas two and four are sung by the choir in settings by Thomas Gieschen. 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE: Worthy Is Christ    
 

Women sing parts marked 1. Men sing parts marked 2. 
All sing parts marked C. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God of power and might,  

your Son shows us the way of service,  

and in him we inherit the riches of your grace.  

Give us the wisdom to know what is right  

and the strength to serve the world you have made,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

We sit. 

 

+  WORD  + 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 
 

Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As shepherds 

seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will 

rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 

darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring 

them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in 

all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of 

Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on 

rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make 

them lie down, says the Lord God. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 

bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will 

feed them with justice.  

     20Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the 

lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with 

your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be 

ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.  

 23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed 

them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince 

among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 
 

L The Word of the Lord.    

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 95:1–7a 
 
 

  ANTIPHON:   

 We are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of his hand. Michael D. Costello 
 
 

 L Come, let us sing | to the Lord;*  

   let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.  

 C  Let us come before his presence | with thanksgiving*  

   and raise a loud shout to | him with psalms.  

 L  For the Lord | is a great God,*  

   and a great King | above all gods.  

 C  In his hand are the caverns | of the earth,*  

   and the heights of the hills | are his also.  

 L  The sea is his, | for he made it,*  

   and his hands have molded | the dry land.  

 C  Come, let us bow down and | bend the knee,*  

   and kneel before the | Lord our Maker.  

 L  For he | is our God,  

   and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep | of his hand.   

 

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15–23 
 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do 

not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know 

him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 

called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 
20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 

hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 

every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things 

under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness 

of him who fills all in all. 
 

L The Word of the Lord.    

C Thanks be to God. 
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We stand. 

GOSPEL VERSE: Mark 11:9                                           Carl F. Schalk 
 

We join in singing: 
 

 c Alleluia.  

 C REFRAIN (below)  

 

c Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

  Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David. 

 C REFRAIN 
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HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31–46  
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 

he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate 

people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep 

at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you 

that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 
35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care 

of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that 

we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it 

that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that 

we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 41Then he will 

say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for 

the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 

clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it 

that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of  

you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 

you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 

eternal life.” 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
We sit. 

SERMON: When Was It? Pastor David R. Lyle 

Matthew 25:31–46 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us ELW #431 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM (page 121 in the front of the green LBW.) 
 

Oliver Randall Wood 
 
 

After the spoken welcome, we sing the following response: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Each petition concludes: 

A Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

 Trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

+  MEAL  + 
 
 

PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

 

We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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   C  It     is     right  to    give  our  thanks                                and   praise. 

We sit. 

OFFERING/VOLUNTARY: The King of Love My Shepherd Is Michael D. Costello 

 

We stand as the gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY VERSE: 1 John 3:2–3  Donald Busarow 

 

Beloved, we are God’s children now; it does not yet appear what we shall be, 

But we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  

 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us— 

 our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
        P The        Lord   be       with      you.    C And           al     -    so    with   you.  
 

 
     P  Lift          up            your       hearts. C We        lift them  to          the Lord.  
 

 
          P  Let     us      give  thanks  to  the    Lord                                 our    God.  
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P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  

  offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. 

 Who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

  and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  

 And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; 

  you are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

 You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

  that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

 Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will 

  and accomplished our salvation. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed,  

  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

  and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,  

  his life-giving Passion and death,  

  his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again,  

  we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we ought, but as we are able;  

  and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving, 

  and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants, 

  and these your own gifts of bread and wine; 

  that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son 

  may be filled with heavenly peace and joy, 

  and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and body,  

  and have our portion with all your saints. 
 

 All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

  in your holy Church, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,   

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen. 
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P The gifts of God for the people of God. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P Come, for all is now ready. 

 

We sit. 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNION 
 

  Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes you to this meal of the baptized.  

  The crucified and risen Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper,  

  giving us his true body and blood as food and drink.  
 
 

 We receive communion at the head of the center aisle, receiving the consecrated bread  

 and then drinking directly from the chalice or dipping the bread into the wine (intinction). 
 

 

 Those choosing individual cups will find non-alcoholic wine in the center of the tray.             

 Those with a gluten allergy may ask the pastor for a gluten-free host. 
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MUSIC FOR THE COMMUNION 
 

 ANTHEM: O How Amiable Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 

  O how amiable are thy dwellings: thou Lord of hosts! 

 My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord: 

 My heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
 

 Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, 

 And the swallow a nest where she may lay her young: 

 Even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my king and my God. 
 

 Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: 

 They will be always praising thee. 
 

 The glorious majesty of the Lord our God be upon us: 

 Prosper thou the work of our hands upon us. 

 O prosper thou our handiwork.  
 

 O God, our help in ages past, 

 Our hope for year to come, 

 Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

 And our eternal home. 
 

 Psalm 84:1–3, 90:17 
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HYMN: The King of Love My Shepherd Is LBW #456 
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HYMN: In Christ an Inheritance is Ours  
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We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

 

A Let us pray. 

 Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord,  

and unite the wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

+  SENDING  + 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  Almighty God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C  Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN: Rejoice the Lord is King! (green) LBW #171 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE: Rigaudon Andre Campra 
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LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
 

The Rev. Troy E. Medlin, presiding minister 

The Rev. David R. Lyle, preaching minister 

Christine Nelson, assisting minister 

Jeff Cribbs, deacon 
 

The Rev. Michael D. Costello, cantor 

Grace Parish Choir, choir 
 

Kathryn Jandeska, Eunice Eifert, lectors 

Jackson Brayton, Matthew Huffman, crucifer/Bible bearer 

Jessica and Keith Bullock, gift bearers 

Paul Koester, Gerlinde VanDriesen, Susan Weber, ushers 

Jane Andrew, Donna Serpico, altar guild 

Susan Bogner, Mary Jane Keitel, greeters 

Tom Swanson, Al Swanson, livestream audio/video 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright Acknowledgments 
 

Portions of this liturgy reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright © 1978 by Augsburg Fortress, With One Voice, copyright 

© 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 by Augsburg Fortress. Graphics reprinted from 

Sundaysandseasons.com. All rights reserved. All of the above used by permission of Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #38423. 
 

Readings come from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Prelude, Hymn of the Day, Voluntary, and Anthem reprinted and livestreamed by permission of OneLicense.net license #A-704569.  
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LET US PRAY… 
 

Cathy Barker 

Miriam Bretscher 

MaryBeth Buschmann 

Larry Caponigri 

Dan Cattau 

Stewart Clarke 

Yvonne Daniels 

Hans Dumpys 

Louis Elia 

Carol Forrest 

David Franzone 

Susan Franzone 

Hena Gantepalli 

Galen Gockel 

Susan Hammon 

Patricia Herendeen 

Genevieve Jones 

Phyllis Kersten 

Joan Koerber 

Karen McMahon 

Dave Moeller 

Rob Ransom 

Ron Rott 

Marge Sanger 

Pat Scala 

Jim Scherer 

Linda Webb 

 

Joe Anderson (nephew of Al and Irmgard Swanson) 

Marcia Anderson (sister-in-law of David and Gay Anderson) 

Barbara Andre (neighbor of Marilyn and Ken Heppner) 

Fran Benson (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat) 

Karen Berglund (friend of Carol Stanger) 

Khadija Boudim (friend of Pat Anderson) 

Irene Buchbinder (mother of Paul Buchbinder) 

Jess Cosby (nephew of Marilyn and Ken Heppner) 

Adeline Coyle (cousin of Brooke Schedler) 

Shawn Dahlstrand (friend of many at Grace) 

Sharese Damiri (sister of Lori Martin) 

Nancy Demas (sister of Thomas Demas and Mary Demas) 

Charles Dietz (friend of Carol and Bill Ewald) 

Stella Dillberg (mother of Gretchen Weaver) 

David Eastman (brother of Pat Anderson) 

Patti and Neal Enslin (friends of Marilyn Heppner) 

Nancy Epp (sister of Pat Anderson) 

Randy Ernst (friend of Valerie Spiller) 

Dianne Fink (sister-in-law of Olinda Fink) 

Benjamin Galiher (nephew of Paul May) 

Chandramma Gantepalli (mother of Hena Gantepalli) 

Rose Geiseman (wife of Jack Geiseman, daughter-in-law of  

Otto Geiseman) 

Rebecca Graves (daughter of Linda and Scott Street) 

Jerry Haase (friend of Mary Margaret Bartley and Stewart Clarke) 

Harry Heppner (brother of Ken Heppner) 

Julia Hickey (daughter of Susan Hickey) 

Herbert Hofmaier (father of Barb Hofmaier) 

Ruth M. Hughes (mother of Ruth Hughes-McElravey) 

Rina Jacobius (friend of Al Swanson) 

Judy Johnson (Grace School alum) 

Maureen Jordan (friend of Al Swanson) 

Scott Kibler (relative of April Kibler, father of John, Dan, and 

Olivia Kibler) 

Gayle Killey (uncle of Julie Modrich) 

Fred Klawiter (friend of Carolyn and Larry Garber) 

Arnold Krubsack (brother of Irmgard Swanson) 

Kathryn Krubsack (niece of Irmgard Swanson) 

Marcia Kruse (mother-in-law of Carl Wahlstrom) 

Alice Lindberg (sister of Carol Prinz) 

Kozene Lofton (friend of Pat Anderson) 

John Lunde (friend of Susan Messerli) 

Anita Lyle (mother of Dave Lyle) 

Esther Martz (friend of Susie Calhoun) 

Pam Mattox (former member of Grace) 

Betty McClerren (aunt of Stephanie Wilkening) 

Charles Miller (friend of Ruth Reko) 

Sharon Mitchell (friend of Jennifer Staples) 

Dwight and Betty Nelson (parents of Annalise Nelson Balock) 

Louis Nuechterlein (nephew of Eunice Spurgat) 

Louis and Gloria Nuechterlein (relatives of Eunice Spurgat) 

Paul Nuechterlein (nephew of Eunice Spurgat) 

Ryan O’Neil (friend of the Johnson family) 

Sharon Peridis (friend of Marilyn Heppner) 

Elaine Pierce (friend of Al and Irmgard Swanson) 

James Powers (friend of Al Swanson) 

Susan Prather (cousin of Adrienne and Ronald Rott) 

Judy Redheffer (daughter of Virginia Walker) 

John Riley (father of Karin Danganan) 

Janet Rouseff (sister-in-law of Bob and Kathryn Jandeska) 

Mary Lu Shipstad (friend of Marilyn Heppner) 

Joel Somers (friend of Susan Scherer) 

Leah Stanger (daughter-in-law of Carol and John Stanger) 

Nancy Stelling (friend of Pastor Phyllis Kersten) 

Kent Swanson(cousin of Al Swanson) 

Russ Tellio (friend of Susan and David Franzone) 

Mary Lou Wagoner (sister-in-law of Stan Reddel) 

Bob Weaver (husband of Gretchen) 

Amy Wischhusen (relative of Ann Mason) 

Nancy & Dick Woodka (friends of Susan and David Franzone) 

Randi Woodworth (sister of Tammy Bretscher) 

Don and Arleeta Yeske (friends of Eunice Spurgat)
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Benevolence ministries 
 

Lawndale Christian Legal Center 
 

In thanksgiving for 
 

The baptism of Oliver Randall Wood (son of Josh and Julia Wood) 
 

For those who mourn 
 

Aria Grochowsky (friend of Pat Allen) 
 

Those serving in the armed services 
 

Jacob Benson (great-nephew of Eunice Spurgat) 

Kevin Buss (nephew of Christa Krout) 

Matthew Garmatz (grandson of Margaret Garmatz) 

John Kibler (son of April Kibler) 

Joshua Nelson (son-in-law of Ted and Maja Anton) 

Miles Powell (grandson of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

Sonny Putman (nephew of Susan Franzone) 

Rusty Robb (grandnephew of Margaret Kruse/Roberta Gillespie) 

Matthew Shinkwin (friend of Eunice Spurgat) 

Christopher W. Sylvester (grandson of Janet Sylvester) 

 

Those studying abroad 
 

Lila Shea (England) 
 

Those who are homebound 
 

Jayne Chilton 

Christopher Davis 

Joan Koerber 

Tim Sandvoss 

Kathleen Wrobel 

 

Those who need encouragement 
 

Cheryl Luchetta (friend of Joan Koerber) in Logan Correctional Center 
 

 

 

Prayer requests can be made through the church office. Contact Esther Armstrong (earmstrong@graceriverforest.org) to 

be included in the weekly prayers. For more private prayer concerns, please contact Kathy Lucht (kathy.lucht@gmail.com) 

to be added to the confidential prayer chain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Electronic giving 
Your financial gifts support the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church and School.  
 

On Venmo Search for Grace Lutheran Church/School or @graceriverforest.  
 

By text Text a dollar amount to 833-471-1346. If you’re a first-time text giver, you’ll receive a 

link with instructions about how to complete your donation.  
 

Online donation Go to GraceRiverForest.org and look for Donate on the home page menu. 

Or use the QR code 
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11/26/23 

TODAY, NOVEMBER 26 

Library Open (self service) ................................. 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Grace Gathers will not meet today 

No Faith Formation this week 

Worship – Holy Communion ................................................. 10:00 a.m. 

Christmas Eve Rehearsal for Public School Students 

Grades 1-4 (Seminar Room) ..................................................... 11:15 a.m. 

Christmas Eve Rehearsal for Public School Students 

Grades 5-8 (Seminar Room) .....................................................12:00 p.m. 
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27 

Dads of Grace (Offsite) ................................................................. 7:30 p.m. 
 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28 

Board of Spiritual Life (Conference Room) ............................ 7:00 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29 

School Chapel – Morning Prayer ........................................... 8:25 a.m. 

Cornerstones Bible Study (Church Library) .......................... 10:00 a.m. 

Parish Choir Rehearsal (Music Room) ...................................... 7:30 p.m. 
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

GriefShare (Church Library) ......................................................... 9:00 a.m. 

Yoga (Fellowship Hall) .................................................................. 6:30 p.m. 

Women’s Choir Rehearsal (Music Room) ............................... 7:30 p.m. 

Boy Scouts (3rd Floor Commons) ............................................... 7:30 p.m. 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 

Christmas Caroling at Oak Park Winterfest (Offsite) ......... 11:00 a.m. 
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