We gather in silence.

March 13, 2024
7:00 p.m.

Evening Prayer

-+ OPENING -

PRELUDE: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

Following the prelude, silence is kept.

At the sound of the bell, we stand and face the candle at the entrance to the church.

SERVICE OF LIGHT

Robert Buckley Farlee
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Behold, now is the accept - ab - le time;

now is the day of sal -

va- tion.
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Turn us again,

that the light

O God of our sal - va- tion, of your face may shine on us.
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May your justice shine  like the sun; and may the poor be lifted up.
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Joy-ous light of glo - ry: of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther;
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heav-en - ly, ho - ly, bless - ed Je - swus  Christ
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We have come to the set- ting of the sun, and we look to the eve- ning light.
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We sing to God,

the Fa- ther, Son,and Ho- ly Spir - it:

You are wor-thy of
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be - ing praised with pure voic-es for- ev - er. O Son of God,
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O Giv-er of life: The wu - ni- verse pro-claims your glo - ry.
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The Lord be with YOLL And al - so with you.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. @ It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led your people
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Israel by a pil - lar of cloud by day anda pil - lar of fire by night:
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Enlighten our darkness by the light of your Christ, may his Wordbe a lamp
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to our feet and a light to our path; for you are mer- ci - ful,
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and you love your whole cre - a- tion, and we, your crea-tures, glo-ri- fy you,
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Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it M A - men



1 PSALMODY -~

We sit.
PsALM 141
Women sing parts marked (V. Men sing parts marked W. A/l sing parts marked @.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore you as in - cense;
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri- fice.
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I Let my prayer rise be - fore you as in - cense;
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac- ri - fice.
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(0  Set a watch be-fore my mouth, O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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@ Let not my heartin-cline to an-y e- vil thing; let me not be oc- cu -
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pied in wick- ed- ness with e - vil- do - ers. (0 But my eyes are
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turned to you, Lord God; in you I take ref- uge. Strip me not of my life.
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@ Glo-ry to the Fa - ther,and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Spir - it;
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W as it was in the be- gin - ning, is now,and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore you as in - cense;
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the  lift- ing wup of my hands as the eve- ning sac - ri - fice.

Stilence for meditation is observed, then:
PSALM PRAYER

L) Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lotd,
and let your lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds
we may sing your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host,

and may glorify you forever and ever.
Amen.




Psarm 121

L) Tlift up my eyes | to the hills;*
from where is my | help to come?

®

My help comes | from the Lord,*
the maker of heav- | en and earth.
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He will not let your | foot be moved*
and he who watches over you will not | fall asleep.

®

Behold, he who keeps watch | over Israel*
shall neither slum- | ber nor sleep;

(]

the Lord himself watches | over you;*
the Lord is your shade at | your right hand,

so that the sun shall not strike | you by day,*

nor the | moon by night.
The Lotd shall preserve you | from all evil;*

it is he who shall | keep you safe.
The Lord shall watch over your going out and your | coming in,*
from this time forth for- | evermore.

Silence for meditation is observed, then:
PSALM PRAYER

Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared a quiet place for us in your Father’s eternal home.
Watch over our welfare on this perilous journey, shade us from the burning heat of day,
and keep our lives free of evil now and forever.

Amen.

PSALM ANTHEM: Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God Paul Bouman

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me.
Grant unto me the joy of thy salvation; uphold me with thy free Spirit.
Psalm 51:10-12

Stilence for meditation is observed, then:
PSALM PRAYER

Almighty and merciful Father,
you freely forgive those who, as David of old, acknowledge and confess their sins.
Create in us pure hearts, and wash away all our sins in the blood of your dear Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



We stand.

HYMN: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ELW #3803
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1 When 1 sur - vey the won - drous Cross on which the
2 For - bid it Lord, that I should  boast save 1n the
3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sor - row and
4 Were the whole realm 0£\ na - ture mine, that were a
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prince of glo - ry died, my rich - est gain 1
death of Christ, my God; all the vain things that
love  flow min - gled down. Did e’er such love and
pres - jt far oo small; love so a - maz - ing,
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count but loss and pour con - tempt on all  my pride.
charm me most, I sac -1 - fice them to his blood.
SOr - row meet, or thorns com - pose  so rich a crown?
SO di - vine, de -mands my soul, my life, my all.
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748
Music: HAMBURG, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872



+ WORD -+

We sit.
READING: Numbets 21:4—9

From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but
the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have
you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest
this miserable food.” Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the
people, so that many Israelites died. "The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking
against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses
prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole;
and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon
a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

(L) The Word of the Lotd.
Thanks be to God.

HoOMILY Pastor David R. Lyle

Silence is observed, then:
L] In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.

We stand and sing.
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My soul pro-claims the great-ness of the Lord;  my spir- it re- joic- es in
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God my Sav-ior, for he has looked with fa- vor on his low-1ly ser- vant.
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From this day all gen-er - a - tions will call me Dbless- ed.
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The Al- might-y has done great things for me, and ho-ly is his name. 7
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He has mer-cy on thosewhofear him in ev-’ry gen-er - a- tion.
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He has shown the strength of his arm; he has scat- tered the
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proud in their con- ceit. He has cast down the might- y from their thrones,
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and has lift - ed up the low - ly. He has filled the
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hun- gry with good things, and the rich he has sent a - way emp - fty.
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He has come to the help of his ser-vant Is - ra - el
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for he has re- mem-bered his prom- ise of mer- cy, the prom- ise he
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made to our fa- thers, to A-bra- ham and his chil- dren for- ev- er.
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Glo-ry to the Fa- ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Spir - it;
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it was in the be- gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men



We sit.
OFFERING

Giving is one of the ways we participate in all that God is doing throngh Grace.
Offering plates are placed at the entrances to the church. Visit GraceRiverForest.org to give online.

VOLUNTARY: Medley on “Awesome God” and “Almighty”  Patricia Sanders Cota

+ PRAYERS +

We stand.
LITANY
9
74 |
VAN | | | |
'\3 ¥ P & [§ ) ip i é i
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
Alfter each petition:
...let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
The litany concludes:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Silence is kept, then:

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves,
one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord.
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To you, O Lord.

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works:
Give to us, your servants, the peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments;
and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies,
may live in peace and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever.

Amen.


http://www.graceriverforest.org/

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS DOMINO & BENEDICTION

Q I e p—— | I

e P —— ¢ F - F F
@_.p' . ~ ~ = = =

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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P The almighty and merciful Lord, A- men

the Father, - the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless  and pre - serve you.
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ELW #323

HYMN: God Loved the World
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1 God loved the world so that he gave his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, who was made
3 If you are ill, if  death draws near, this truth your
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son for - gives all
5 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly
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Son the lost to save, that all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; all who con - fide in
trou - bled heart can cheer: Christ Je - sus res - cues
sins that you have done, and jus - ti - fied by
Spir - it Three in One! To you, (6] bless - ed
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him be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Christ a - lone are  built on this chief cor - ner - stone.
us from death; that is the firm - est ground of faith.
Je - sus’ blood, your bap - tism grants the  high - est good.
Trin - 1 - ty, be  praise now and e - ter - nal - ly!
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Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 18461923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.

After the ministers in the chancel exit, we depart in peace.
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LEADING WORSHIP TODAY

The Rev. Troy E. Medlin, leader
The Rev. David R. Lyle, preaching minister
The Rev. Michael D. Costello, cantor

Grace School 5-8 Grade Choir
Johann Johnson, director
Grace School Strike Team

Gwen Gotsch, director
Mary Margaret Bartley, lector
Tom Swanson and Eunice Eifert, livestream audio/video
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