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Altar Flowers 

Today’s flowers are sponsored by the families of Nora Berard and Sabrina Srednik in 

celebration of their baptism. 

 

As We Gather 

To be honest, it does not take much effort to work for the food that perishes. The world 

offers it to us so consistently and with such ease. The neon signs that dot the landscape 

lure us to counters aplenty. We know this food because we have tasted it more times than 

we care to admit. Its crumbs promise happiness, fulfillment, and success yet they always 

leave us wanting more. Those signs, no matter how bright, just lead us to more dead ends. 

Jesus offers us another sign. It is his own body broken for the life of the world. The manna 

in the wilderness. The very bread of God. From his body given for us we receive nothing 

short of eternal life on both sides of the grave. The search is over. At his table our hunger 

is satisfied. Here we are all beggars who receive everything from the God of sheer grace. 

All we can say is “give us this bread always.”  
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+  GATHERING  + 
 

  

PRELUDE: Cantabile  César Franck 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN: What Feast of Love (blue) WOV #701 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: Glory to God in the Highest 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  
 

P Let us pray. 

O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love,  

you place your gifts before us; we eat and are satisfied.  

Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that comes only from you,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
We sit. 

 
 

+  WORD  + 
 

 

FIRST READING: Exodus 16:2–4, 9–15 
 

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 
3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when 

we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to 

kill this whole assembly with hunger.” 
  4Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the 

people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will 

follow my instruction or not. 9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the 

Israelites, ‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.’” 10And as Aaron spoke to the 

whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD 

appeared in the cloud. 11The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12I have heard the complaining of the 

Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of 

bread; then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’ 
  13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of 

dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a 

fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one 

another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the 

LORD has given you to eat.  

L The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 78:23–29     Setting by Michael D. Costello 
  

The antiphon is introduced by the soloist; we repeat and join each time thereafter. 

  

 

 L  So he commanded the clouds above  

   and opened the doors of heaven.  

   He rained down manna upon them to eat  

   and gave them grain from heaven.  

   So mortals ate the bread of angels;  

   he provided for them food enough.  

 C  ANTIPHON 
  

 L  He caused the east wind to blow in the heavens  

   and led out the south wind by his might.  

   He rained down flesh upon them like dust  

   and winged birds like the sand of the sea.  

   He let it fall in the midst of their camp  

   and round about their dwellings.  

   So they ate and were well filled,  

   for he gave them what they craved.  

 C  ANTIPHON 
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 SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:1–16 
 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have 

been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and 

one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
  7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it is said, 

    “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;  

   he gave gifts to his people.” 
9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower 

parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, 

so that he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some 

prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of 

ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must no 

longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s 

trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up 

in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and knit 

together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes 

the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
 

We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
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HOLY GOSPEL: John 6:24–35 
 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they themselves got into the boats 

and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 
  25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come 

here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, 

but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food 

that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has 

set his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” 29Jesus 

answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30So they said to 

him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are 

you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread 

from heaven to eat.’” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you 

the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of 

God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us 

this bread always.” 
  35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
We sit. 

SERMON: The Broken Sign of Life Himself Pastor Troy E. Medlin 

  Exodus 16:2–4, 9–15; John 6:24–35 
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We stand.  

HYMN OF THE DAY: O Bread of Life from Heaven ELW #480 
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We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM (page 121 in the front of the green LBW.) 
 

Elinor Ann Berard 

Sabrina Faye Srednick 
 
 

After the spoken welcome, we sing the following response: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Each petition concludes: 

A Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

 Trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
+  MEAL  + 

 

PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

 



12 

We sit. 

OFFERING/VOLUNTARY: If You but Trust in God to Guide You, BWV 647 J. S. Bach 

 
We stand as the gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY SONG: In the Singing ELW #466 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us— 

 our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
  
 
              P                            C 
 
 

 
              P                           C 
 
 

 
              P                            
 
 
 

 
         C 
 
 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  

  offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. 

 Who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

  and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  

 And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

 who preached good news to the poor, 

 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

 we await his coming in glory. 
 

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
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P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,   

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P The gifts of God for the people of God. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P Come, for all is now ready. 

 

We sit. 

AGNUS DEI                          
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COMMUNION 
 

  Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes you to this meal of the baptized.  

  The crucified and risen Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper,  

  giving us his true body and blood as food and drink.  
 
 

 We receive communion at the head of the center aisle, receiving the consecrated bread  

 and then drinking directly from the chalice or dipping the bread into the wine (intinction). 
 

 

 Those choosing individual cups will find non-alcoholic wine in the center of the tray.             

 Those with a gluten allergy may ask the pastor for a gluten-free host. 
 

Anointing with oil for healing is offered during the distribution of communion.  

After receiving communion, come to the anointing station at the head of either side aisle  

for prayer and anointing as a tangible sign of God’s promise of wholeness for you.  
 

Your need may be healing from physical illness, spiritual or emotional distress, grief, loss, or 

anxiety, for yourself or a family member. 

 

 

MUSIC FOR THE COMMUNION 
  

     ANTHEM: Bread of Heaven  Karen Marrolli 
  
  

Holy Bread of Heaven, come and feed our souls. 

Come and quench our thirst and make us whole, 

For our hunger for justice and hope has brought us here. 

Come and soothe our suffering and our fear. 
  

Holy Bread of Heaven, come and bring us life. 

Come and quell all violence and all strife, 

For our thirst for compassion and love has brought us here. 

Come and bid all conflict disappear. 
  

Holy Bread of Heaven, come and bring your light. 

Come and fracture hopelessness and night, 

For our hunger for healing will ever bring us here, 

Welcoming your children, far and near. 
 

Karen Marrolli, based on John 6:33 
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HYMN: Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak  (green) LBW #403 

We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

A Let us pray. 

 God of abundance, 

 with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 

 making us one with all your people. 

 Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 

 that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 

 and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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+  SENDING  + 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  Almighty God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C  Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN: Glories of Your Name Are Spoken (green) LBW #358 
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DISMISSAL 
 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Trumpet Tune             Jeremiah Clarke 

 

 

 

 

 

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
 

The Rev. David R. Lyle, presiding minister 

The Rev. Troy E. Medlin, preaching minister 

Irmgard Swanson, assisting minister 

Paulette Reddel, deacon 
 

Thomas Schmidt, organist 

Colin Krueger, soloist 
 

David Simpson, Jo-Ellyn Dorsey Swanson, lectors 

Faith Greig, crucifer 

Lois Harb, Stan Reddel, gift bearers 

Bob Jandeska, Diana Sicuro, anointers 

Scott Schwar, Tom Swanson, Gerlinde VanDriesen, Susan Weber, ushers 

Catherine Amato, Jo-Ellyn Dorsey Swanson, altar guild 

Susan Bogner, Sabrina Maggio, Ruth Reko, greeters 

Al Swanson, Eunice Eifert, livestream audio/video 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright Acknowledgments 
 

Portions of this liturgy reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright © 1978 by Augsburg Fortress, With One Voice, copyright 

© 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 by Augsburg Fortress. Graphics reprinted from 

Sundaysandseasons.com. All rights reserved. All of the above used by permission of Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #38423. 
 

Readings come from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Anthem and hymns under copyright reprinted and livestreamed by permission of OneLicense.net license #A-704569.  
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LET US PRAY… 
 

Cathy Barker 

Miriam Bretscher 

MaryBeth Buschmann 

Marilyn Busse 

Dan Cattau 

Yvonne Daniels 

Louis Elia 

Carol Forrest 

David Franzone 

Susan Franzone 

Hena Gantepalli 

Larry Garber 

Susan Hammon 

Kathy Hale 

Marlene Hallman 

Patricia Herendeen 

Phyllis Kersten 

John Lattyak 

Tom Maxwell 

Carol Prinz 

Rob Ransom 

Ron Rott 

Marge Sanger 

Pat Scala 

Michael Sicuro 

Rhea Sprecher 

Bob Taylor 

Linda Webb 

 

Coletta and Ty Ali (friends of Pat Anderson) 

Dave Ambler (uncle of Andy Massmann) 

Diane Bean (friend of Julie Hinz) 

Rich Beer (father-in-law of Emily Beer) 

Bob Benke (friend of many at Grace) 

Fran Benson (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat) 

Karen Berglund (friend of Carol Stanger) 

Brad Bishop (brother-in-law of Julie Modrich) 

Cynthia Booth (cousin of Ellen Pullin) 

Ismail Abul Bosher (father of Grace’s first refugee family) 

Khadija Boudim (friend of Pat Anderson) 

Irene Buchbinder (mother of Paul Buchbinder) 

Jess Cosby (nephew of Marilyn and Ken Heppner) 

Debra Detweiler (friends of the Lyle and Lehmann families) 

Charles Dietz (friend of Carol and Bill Ewald) 

Ethan Douglas (friend of Pat Anderson) 

Patrick Edwards (friend of Barbara Hofmaier and David Heim) 

Patti and Neal Enslin (friends of Marilyn Heppner) 

Nancy Epp (sister of Pat Anderson) 

Randy Ernst (friend of Valerie Spiller) 

Debbie Frederick (friend of Bob and Margaret Burke) 

Steven Grupe (friend of Susan Messerli) 

Therese Haderlein (sister of Joe Modrich) 

Elizabeth Hammon (daughter of Susan Hammon) 

Sara Heiserman (relative of Carol Prinz) 

Harry Heppner (brother of Ken Heppner) 

Herbert Hofmaier (father of Barbara Hofmaier) 

Sharon Hoisington (friend of Gay and David Anderson) 

Ruth M. Hughes (mother of Ruth Hughes-McElravey) 

Rina Jacobius (friend of Al Swanson) 

Judy Johnson (Grace School alum) 

Maureen Jordan (friend of Al Swanson) 

Scott Kibler (relative of April Kibler, father of John, Dan, 

and Olivia Kibler) 

Claudia Kraft (friend of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Arnold Krubsack (brother of Irmgard Swanson) 

Kathryn Krubsack (niece of Irmgard Swanson) 

Diane Larsen (friend of Al Swanson) 

Paul Lindblad (friend of many at Grace) 

John Lunde (friend of Susan Messerli) 

Cordy and Mike MacDonald (friends of Jen Murtoff) 

Pam Mattox (former member of Grace) 

Betty McClerren (aunt of Stephanie Wilkening) 

Mary Moehlenkamp (sister-in-law of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Monika Nash (daughter of Verna Offermann) 

Dwight and Betty Nelson (parents of Annalise Nelson Balock) 

John Norris (friend of Al Swanson) 

Louis and Gloria Nuechterlein (relatives of Eunice Spurgat) 

Mark Oberlander (friend of Nancy Kaufman) 

Ryan O’Neil (alum of Grace School) 

Sharon Peridis (friend of Marilyn Heppner) 

James Powers (friend of Al Swanson) 

Susan Prather (cousin of Adrienne and Ronald Rott) 

John Riley (father of Karin Danganan) 

Nancy Stelling (friend of Pastor Phyllis Kersten) 

Jill Sunderman (mother of Elyssa Salinas Lazarski) 

Russ Tellio (friend of Susan and David Franzone) 

Gaylord Thomas (friend of Ruth and Karl Reko) 

Emily Trower (friend of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Kathleen Trower-Young (friend of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Mary Lou Wagoner (sister-in-law of Stan Reddel) 

Amy Wischhusen (relative of Ann Mason) 

Don and Arleeta Yeske (friends of Eunice Spurgat)
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Benevolence ministries 
 

Young Adults in Global Mission 
 

In thanksgiving for 
 

The baptism of Elinor Berard (daughter of Emily Simpson and Zachary Berard) 

The baptism of Sabrina Srednick (daughter of Sarah and David Srednick) 
 

For those who mourn 
 

Ruth Werling (former member of Grace) 

Sam Battaglia (cousin of Susan and David Franzone) 

Virginia Lehenbauer (former member of Grace) 
 

Those serving in the armed services 
 

Jacob Benson (great-nephew of Eunice Spurgat) 

Kevin Buss (nephew of Christa Krout) 

Matthew Garmatz (grandson of Margaret Garmatz) 

Zachery Grosz (great-nephew of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

John Kibler (son of April Kibler) 

Zachary Larsen (grandson of Karen and Richard McMahon) 

Joshua Nelson (son-in-law of Ted and Maja Anton) 

Miles Powell (grandson of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

Sonny Putman (nephew of Susan Franzone) 

Rusty Robb (grandnephew of Margaret Kruse/Roberta Gillespie) 

Matthew Shinkwin (friend of Eunice Spurgat) 

Christopher W. Sylvester (grandson of Janet Sylvester)
 

Those studying abroad 
 

Ella Bullock (Vienna) 

Isabella Staples (The Netherlands) 
 

Those who are homebound 
 

Jayne Chilton 

Christopher Davis 

Joan Koerber  

Karen McMahon 

Dave Moeller  

Tim Sandvoss 

Kathleen Wrobel 

 

Those who need encouragement 
 

Cheryl Luchetta (friend of Joan Koerber) in Logan Correctional Center 

Prayer requests can be made through the church office. Contact Esther Armstrong (earmstrong@graceriverforest.org) to 

be included in the weekly prayers. For more private prayer concerns, please contact Kathy Lucht (kathy.lucht@gmail.com) 

to be added to the confidential prayer chain. 
 

 

 

 

 

Electronic giving 
Your financial gifts support the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church and School.  
 

On Venmo Search for Grace Lutheran Church/School or @graceriverforest.  
 

By text Text a dollar amount to 833-471-1346. If you’re a first-time text giver, you’ll receive a link 

with instructions about how to complete your donation.  
 

Online donation Go to GraceRiverForest.org and look for Donate on the home page menu.  

Or use the QR code. 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

TODAY, AUGUST 4 

Library open (self-service) ................................. 8:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Worship – Holy Communion ................................................ 10:00 a.m. 

Coffee Hour (Atrium/Outdoor) ................................................ 11:15 a.m. 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6 

Breakfast Group (Conference Room)..................................... 10:15 a.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7 

Cornerstone Summer Fellowship (Church Library) ........... 10:00 a.m. 
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8 

Board of Discipleship (Conference Room) ..............................7:30 p.m. 
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 9 

Finding Hope (Church Library) ................................................ 10:00 a.m. 

 

8/4/24 
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