
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

Altar Flowers 

Today’s flowers are sponsored by Ruth and Karl Reko in celebration of their 60th wedding 

anniversary. 

 

As We Gather 

One can hardly blame Elijah for losing hope. After standing faithfully against the prophets 

of Baal, he is bone tired. He is also a wanted man. Jezebel has sworn to hunt him down 

and kill him. But things are not always as bad as they seem. He lies down to die, but it 

turns out all he needed was a nap. And after a nap, some food. Elijah’s problems are too 

big for Elijah; they are not too big for God. We, too, like to make things seem more difficult 

than they are. Jesus has just graciously proclaimed that he is the Bread of the Life. The 

people, hungry just moments before, suddenly protest: Isn’t this Jesus, Joseph’s kid? How 

can he say he’s come down from heaven? We might ask similar questions. How can this 

person, Jesus, be God? How can this little wafer be God? But the most important question 

is never about the how; it’s always about the who. Jesus comes to us to give us life. We 

can protest all we’d like, or we can receive the gift of life, freely given. In the end, it’s the 

least difficult thing of all. Look to Jesus, eat of Jesus, and live. 
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 in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

+  GATHERING  + 
 

  

PRELUDE: As We Gather at Your Table Michael Burkhardt 

 

We stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  

 all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  

 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,  

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

 But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just  

 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination  
 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

 We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

 by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will  

 and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us  

 and, for his sake, God forgives us all our sins.  

 As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority,  

 I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
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ENTRANCE HYMN: As We Gather at Your Table ELW #522 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: Glory to God in the Highest 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  
 

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God,  

your blessed Son came down from heaven  

to be the true bread that gives life to the world.  

Give us this bread always,  

that he may live in us and we in him,  

and that, strengthened by this food,  

we may live as his body in the world,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C Amen. 
We sit. 

 
 
 

+  WORD  + 
 

 

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:4–8 
 

[Elijah] went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. 

He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than 

my ancestors.” 5Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched 

him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” 6He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot 

stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. 7The angel of the LORD came a 

second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for 

you.” 8He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty 

nights to Horeb the mount of God.  

 

L The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 34: 1–8     Antiphon by Hal H. Hopson 
  

 ANTIPHON: I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
                                

 L  I will bless the Lord | at all times;*  

   his praise shall ever be | in my mouth.  

 C  I will glory | in the Lord;*  

   let the humble hear | and rejoice.  

 L  Proclaim with me the greatness | of the Lord;*  

   let us exalt his | name together.  

 C  I sought the Lord, and he | answered me* 

   and delivered me out of | all my terror. 

 L  Look upon him | and be radiant,* 

   and let not your faces | be ashamed. 

 C  I called in my affliction, and | the Lord heard me* 

   and saved me from | all my troubles.  

 L  The angel of the Lord encompasses | those who fear him,*  

   and he will de- | liver them.  

 C  Taste and see that the | Lord is good;*  

   happy are they who | trust in him!  

 

 

 SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:25—5:2 
 

So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members 

of one another. 26Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27and do not 

make room for the devil. 28Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly 

with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. 29Let no evil talk come out 

of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may 

give grace to those who hear. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were 

marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 31Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and 

anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 32and be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 5:1Therefore be imitators of 

God, as beloved children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
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We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 6:35, 41–51 
 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said to [the crowd], “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.  

  41Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down 

from heaven.” 42They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we 

know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43Jesus answered them, “Do not 

complain among yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I 

will raise that person up on the last day. 45It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by 

God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. 46Not that anyone has seen 

the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47Very truly, I tell you, whoever 

believes has eternal life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and 

they died. 50This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51I 

am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the 

bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON: Rest for the Weary, Bread for the Journey Pastor David R. Lyle 

  John 6:35, 41–51; 1 Kings 19:4–8 
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We stand.  

HYMN OF THE DAY: O Living Bread from Heaven (green) LBW #197 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven,  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Each petition concludes: 

A Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

 Trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

+  MEAL  + 
 

PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
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We sit. 

OFFERING/VOLUNTARY: Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness Paul Manz 

  Transcribed by Benjamin M. Culli 

 
We stand as the gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY SONG: In the Singing ELW #466 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us— 

 our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 



13 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
  
 
              P                            C 
 
 

 
              P                           C 
 
 

 
              P                            
 
 
 

 
         C 
 
 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  

  offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. 

 Who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

  and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  

 And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

 who preached good news to the poor, 

 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

 we await his coming in glory. 
 

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
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P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,   

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P The gifts of God for the people of God. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P Come, for all is now ready. 

 

We sit. 

AGNUS DEI                          
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COMMUNION 
 

  Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes you to this meal of the baptized.  

  The crucified and risen Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper,  

  giving us his true body and blood as food and drink.  
 
 

 We receive communion at the head of the center aisle, receiving the consecrated bread  

 and then drinking directly from the chalice or dipping the bread into the wine (intinction). 
 

 

 Those choosing individual cups will find non-alcoholic wine in the center of the tray.             

 Those with a gluten allergy may ask the pastor for a gluten-free host. 
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MUSIC FOR THE COMMUNION 
  

     ANTHEM: Take and Eat This Bread of Heaven Thomas Keesecker 
  
  

 We join in singing the Refrain after each verse. 

 
 

Text: Thomas Keesecker, based on the communion antiphon Panem de caelo, copyright © 2014.  

Music: Thomas Keesekcer, copyright © 2014 Birnamwood. 

 

  L Listen to my teaching and turn your ears to me; 

   From my mouth a lesson, a story from the past: 

   God is ever faithful, his goodness without end. 

   Let all generations recount his love so vast. 

  C REFRAIN 
 

  L God the clouds commanded to open up their doors; 

   Once the bread of angels, now food for all to share. 

   Manna rained from heaven, good grain for all to eat, 

   Showered down in mercy with lavishness and care. 

  C REFRAIN 
 

  L Earthly food God granted, rich flesh of beast and fowl. 

   All received his favor; he satisfied their needs. 

   Faithful ones before us believed and understood, 

   Let your children’s children praise God for all his deeds. 

  C REFRAIN 
 

  L Praise to God our Father, the Fount of all that lives; 

   Praise his Son, Christ Jesus, the Word made manifest; 

   Praise the Holy Spirit, our Comforter and Guide; 

   Mystery eternal, the Trinity most blessed. 

  C REFRAIN 
 

   Based on Wisdom 16:20 and Psalm 78 
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HYMN: I Am the Bread of Life  (blue) WOV #702 
 

 

 

  We sing each stanza in unison, singing the Refrain in harmony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

A Let us pray. 

 God of abundance, 

 with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 

 making us one with all your people. 

 Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 

 that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 

 and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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+  SENDING  + 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  Almighty God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C  Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN: Father, We Thank You (blue) WOV #704 
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DISMISSAL 
 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Father, We Thank You Robert Buckley Farlee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
 

The Rev. Troy E. Medlin, presiding minister 

The Rev. David R. Lyle, preaching minister 

The Rev. Karl Reko, assisting minister 

Jo-Ellyn Dorsey Swanson, deacon 
 

Dan Krout, soloist 

Christa Krout, flutist 

The Rev. Michael D. Costello, cantor 
 

Deborah Maxwell and Julie Modrich, lectors 

Laney Juel, crucifer 

Leanne Cribbs, Bob Jandeska, gift bearers 

Michael Nelson, Lance and Stephanie Wilkening, Gerlinde VanDriesen, ushers 

Liz Hanson, Donna Serpico, altar guild 

James Claud, Kathryn Jandeska, Ruth Reko, greeters 

Liz Hanson, Anne Claud, livestream audio/video 
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Readings come from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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LET US PRAY… 
 

Cathy Barker 

Miriam Bretscher 

MaryBeth Buschmann 

Marilyn Busse 

Dan Cattau 

Yvonne Daniels 

Louis Elia 

Carol Forrest 

David Franzone 

Susan Franzone 

Hena Gantepalli 

Larry Garber 

Susan Hammon 

Kathy Hale 

Marlene Hallman 

Patricia Herendeen 

Phyllis Kersten 

John Lattyak 

Tom Maxwell 

Carol Prinz 

Rob Ransom 

Ron Rott 

Marge Sanger 

Pat Scala 

Rhea Sprecher 

Bob Taylor 

Linda Webb 

 

Coletta and Ty Ali (friends of Pat Anderson) 

Dave Ambler (uncle of Andy Massmann) 

Diane Bean (friend of Julie Hinz) 

Rich Beer (father-in-law of Emily Beer) 

Bob Benke (friend of many at Grace) 

Fran Benson (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat) 

Karen Berglund (friend of Carol Stanger) 

Brad Bishop (brother-in-law of Julie Modrich) 

Cynthia Booth (cousin of Ellen Pullin) 

Ismail Abul Bosher (father of Grace’s first refugee family) 

Khadija Boudim (friend of Pat Anderson) 

Irene Buchbinder (mother of Paul Buchbinder) 

Jess Cosby (nephew of Marilyn and Ken Heppner) 

Debra Detweiler (friends of the Lyle and Lehmann families) 

Charles Dietz (friend of Carol and Bill Ewald) 

Ethan Douglas (friend of Pat Anderson) 

Patrick Edwards (friend of Barbara Hofmaier and David Heim) 

Patti and Neal Enslin (friends of Marilyn Heppner) 

Randy Ernst (friend of Valerie Spiller) 

Debbie Frederick (friend of Bob and Margaret Burke) 

Steven Grupe (friend of Susan Messerli) 

Therese Haderlein (sister of Joe Modrich) 

Elizabeth Hammon (daughter of Susan Hammon) 

Sara Heiserman (relative of Carol Prinz) 

Harry Heppner (brother of Ken Heppner) 

Herbert Hofmaier (father of Barbara Hofmaier) 

Sharon Hoisington (friend of Gay and David Anderson) 

Ruth M. Hughes (mother of Ruth Hughes-McElravey) 

Rina Jacobius (friend of Al Swanson) 

Judy Johnson (Grace School alum) 

Maureen Jordan (friend of Al Swanson) 

Scott Kibler (relative of April Kibler, father of John, Dan, 

and Olivia Kibler) 

Claudia Kraft (friend of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Arnold Krubsack (brother of Irmgard Swanson) 

Kathryn Krubsack (niece of Irmgard Swanson) 

Diane Larsen (friend of Al Swanson) 

Paul Lindblad (friend of many at Grace) 

John Lunde (friend of Susan Messerli) 

Cordy and Mike MacDonald (friends of Jen Murtoff) 

Pam Mattox (former member of Grace) 

Betty McClerren (aunt of Stephanie Wilkening) 

Mary Moehlenkamp (sister-in-law of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Monika Nash (daughter of Verna Offermann) 

Dwight and Betty Nelson (parents of Annalise Nelson Balock) 

John Norris (friend of Al Swanson) 

Louis and Gloria Nuechterlein (relatives of Eunice Spurgat) 

Mark Oberlander (friend of Nancy Kaufman) 

Ryan O’Neil (alum of Grace School) 

Sharon Peridis (friend of Marilyn Heppner) 

James Powers (friend of Al Swanson) 

Susan Prather (cousin of Adrienne and Ronald Rott) 

John Riley (father of Karin Danganan) 

Nancy Stelling (friend of Pastor Phyllis Kersten) 

Jill Sunderman (mother of Elyssa Salinas Lazarski) 

Russ Tellio (friend of Susan and David Franzone) 

Gaylord Thomas (friend of Ruth and Karl Reko) 

Emily Trower (friend of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Kathleen Trower-Young (friend of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Mary Lou Wagoner (sister-in-law of Stan Reddel) 

Amy Wischhusen (relative of Ann Mason) 

Don and Arleeta Yeske (friends of Eunice Spurgat)
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Benevolence ministries 
 

Valparaiso University 
 

In thanksgiving for 
 

The 60th wedding anniversary of Ruth and Karl Reko 
 

Those serving in the armed services 
 

Jacob Benson (great-nephew of Eunice Spurgat) 

Kevin Buss (nephew of Christa Krout) 

Matthew Garmatz (grandson of Margaret Garmatz) 

Zachery Grosz (great-nephew of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

John Kibler (son of April Kibler) 

Zachary Larsen (grandson of Karen and Richard McMahon) 

Joshua Nelson (son-in-law of Ted and Maja Anton) 

Miles Powell (grandson of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

Sonny Putman (nephew of Susan Franzone) 

Rusty Robb (grandnephew of Margaret Kruse/Roberta Gillespie) 

Matthew Shinkwin (friend of Eunice Spurgat) 

Christopher W. Sylvester (grandson of Janet Sylvester)
 

Those studying abroad 
 

Ella Bullock (Vienna) 

Isabella Staples (The Netherlands) 
 

Those who are homebound 
 

Jayne Chilton 

Christopher Davis 

Joan Koerber  

Karen McMahon 

Dave Moeller  

Tim Sandvoss 

Kathleen Wrobel 

 

Those who need encouragement 
 

Cheryl Luchetta (friend of Joan Koerber) in Logan Correctional Center 

Prayer requests can be made through the church office. Contact Esther Armstrong (earmstrong@graceriverforest.org) to 

be included in the weekly prayers. For more private prayer concerns, please contact Kathy Lucht (kathy.lucht@gmail.com) 

to be added to the confidential prayer chain. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electronic giving 
Your financial gifts support the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church and School.  
 

On Venmo Search for Grace Lutheran Church/School or @graceriverforest.  
 

By text Text a dollar amount to 833-471-1346. If you’re a first-time text giver, you’ll receive a link 

with instructions about how to complete your donation.  
 

Online donation Go to GraceRiverForest.org and look for Donate on the home page menu.  

Or use the QR code. 
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7/28/24 

8/11/24 

8/11/24 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

TODAY, AUGUST 11 

Library open (self-service) ................................. 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Worship – Holy Communion ................................................ 10:00 a.m. 

Coffee Hour (Atrium/Outdoor) ................................................ 11:15 a.m. 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 12 

Finance Committee (Virtual) ....................................................... 7:00 p.m. 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 13 

Elementary Education Committee (1902 Room).................. 7:00 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14 

Cornerstones Summer Fellowship (Church Library) .......... 10:00 a.m. 

 


