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Altar Flowers 

Today’s flowers are sponsored by Craig and Donna Mindrum in loving memory of their 

son, Jonathan C. Mindrum. 

 

As We Gather 

Here, at the end of the Bread of Life Discourse, Jesus’ words have become too difficult for 

most of his listeners to internalize. Which is exactly the point! Jesus wants them to eat him, 

to internalize the eternal Word of God. John tells us that many of Jesus’ followers abandon 

him that day, wondering what in the world he could be talking about. But Peter and the 

others remain. It’s not clear that they fully understand, either. They’re just not sure where 

else to turn, as Peter utters this primal cry of faith: “Lord, to whom can we go?” Only Jesus 

has the words of eternal life. Entering into death, he calls us into the newness of life only 

he can offer. We are clothed now with the full armor of faith, which is not meant for earthly 

battle. Instead, the righteousness of the One who is the Bread of Life is enough to cover 

us with grace. A bread of wonders, indeed. 
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+  GATHERING  + 
 

  

PRELUDE: Prelude on WAREHAM Healey Willan 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN: Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove (green) LBW #475 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING  
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE: Glory to God in the Highest 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  
 

P Let us pray. 

Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal.  

Direct our choices and preserve us in your truth, that,  

renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you,  

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

C Amen. 
We sit. 

 
 

+  WORD  + 
 

 

FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1–2a, 14–18 
 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, 

and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2And Joshua said to all the 

people, 14”Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away 

the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15Now if 

you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are 

living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 
  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other 

gods; 17for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out 

of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way 

that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18and the LORD drove out 

before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, 

for he is our God.”  

 23Joshua said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to 

the LORD, the God of Israel.” 24The people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and him 

we will obey.” 
 

L The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 34:15–22 Antiphon by Michael D. Costello 
 

 ANTIPHON: The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous. 
                                

 L  The eyes of the Lord are up- | on the righteous,*  

   and his ears are open | to their cry.  

 C  The face of the Lord is against those | who do evil,*  

   to root out the remembrance of them | from the earth.  

 L  The righteous cry, and | the Lord hears them*  

   and delivers them from | all their troubles.  

 C  The Lord is near to the | brokenhearted*  

   and will save those whose spir- | its are crushed.  

 L  Many are the troubles | of the righteous,*  

   but the Lord will deliver him out | of them all.  

 C  He will keep safe | all his bones;*  

   not one of them | shall be broken.  

 L  Evil shall | slay the wicked,*  

   and those who hate the righteous | will be punished.  

 C  The Lord ransoms the life | of his servants,*  

   and none will be punished who | trust in him.  

 
 SECOND READING: Ephesians 6:10–20 
 

Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of God, so that 

you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of 

blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 

present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the 

whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done 

everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put 

on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready 

to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be 

able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword 

of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
  18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and 

always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a 

message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I 

am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
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We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 6:56–69 
 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said,] “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living 

Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the 

bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one 

who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at 

Capernaum. 
  60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 61But 

Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 
62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is the spirit that 

gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you 

there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not 

believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For this reason I have told you that 

no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 
  66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67So Jesus 

asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we 

go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One 

of God.” 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
We sit. 

SERMON: Wonder Bread Pastor David R. Lyle 

  John 6:56–69; Ephesians 6:10–20 
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We stand.  

HYMN OF THE DAY: O Word of God Incarnate (green) LBW #231 
 

 

Stanza two is sung by the choir in a harmonization by John Folkening. 
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We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM (page 121 in the front of the green LBW.) 
 

Eugene Matthew Kennedy 
 
 

After the spoken welcome, we sing the following response: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Each petition concludes: 

A Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

 Trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

+  MEAL  + 
 

PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
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We sit. 

OFFERING/VOLUNTARY: Now the Silence Jonathan Kohrs 
 

 

We stand as the gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY HYMN: Now the Silence (green) LBW #205 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us— 

 our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  

 Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
  
 
              P                            C 
 
 

 
              P                           C 
 
 

 
              P                            
 
 
 

 
         C 
 
 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  

  offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. 

 Who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

  and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  

 And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

 who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

 who preached good news to the poor, 

 and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

 we await his coming in glory. 
 

 Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

 and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

 the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 
 
 



14 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,   

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P The gifts of God for the people of God. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P Come, for all is now ready. 

 
We sit. 

AGNUS DEI                          
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COMMUNION 
 

  Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes you to this meal of the baptized.  

  The crucified and risen Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper,  

  giving us his true body and blood as food and drink.  
 
 

 We receive communion at the head of the center aisle, receiving the consecrated bread  

 and then drinking directly from the chalice or dipping the bread into the wine (intinction). 
 

 

 Those choosing individual cups will find non-alcoholic wine in the center of the tray.             

 Those with a gluten allergy may ask the pastor for a gluten-free host. 

 
MUSIC FOR THE COMMUNION 

 

 ANTHEM: It Is a Good Thing to Give Thanks  Paul Bouman    

  It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, 

  and sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

  to tell of your loving kindnesses early in the morning 

  and of your faithfulness in the night season; 

  and on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 

  and to the melody of the harp. 

  For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord, 

  and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 

  Lord! How great are your works! 

  Your thoughts are very deep. 
   

  Psalm 92:1–5 
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HYMN: Blessed Assurance  (blue) WOV #699 
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 HYMN: Eat this Bread, Drink This Cup  (blue) WOV #706 
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We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

A Let us pray. 

 God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation  

 you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. 

 Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 

 that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 

 and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
+  SENDING  + 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  Almighty God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C  Amen.  
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SENDING HYMN: Christ is the King! (green) LBW #386 
 

Stanzas two and four are sung by the choir in a harmonization by Paul Bouman. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: All Christians Who Have Been Baptized Michael D. Costello 
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LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
 

The Rev. Troy E. Medlin, presiding minister 

The Rev. David R. Lyle, preaching minister 

Deborah Maxwell, assisting minister 

Lori Martin, deacon 
 

Members of the Grace Parish Choir, choir 

The Rev. Michael D. Costello, cantor 
 

Al Swanson, Mary Beth Logas, lectors 

Faith Greig, Julia Isenberg, crucifer/Bible bearer 

Richard and Susie Calhoun, gift bearers 

Paul Koester, Gerlinde VanDriesen, ushers 

Donna Serpico, Christina Starrick, altar guild 

Beth and JR Reynolds, Ruth Reko, greeters 

Michael Starrick, Eunice Eifert, livestream audio/video 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright Acknowledgments 
 

Portions of this liturgy reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright © 1978 by Augsburg Fortress, With One Voice, copyright 

© 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 by Augsburg Fortress. Graphics reprinted from 

Sundaysandseasons.com. All rights reserved. All of the above used by permission of Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #38423. 
 

Readings come from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Prelude, Voluntary, Anthem, Postlude, and Hymns under copyright reprinted and/or livestreamed by permission of OneLicense.net license #A-

704569.  
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LET US PRAY… 
 

Cathy Barker 

Marv Bartell 

Miriam Bretscher 

MaryBeth Buschmann 

Marilyn Busse 

Dan Cattau 

Yvonne Daniels 

Kaitlyn Dill 

Louis Elia 

Carol Forrest 

David Franzone 

Susan Franzone 

Hena Gantepalli 

Susan Hammon 

Kathy Hale 

Marlene Hallman 

Patricia Herendeen 

Phyllis Kersten 

John Lattyak 

Tom Maxwell 

Carol Prinz 

Rob Ransom 

Ron Rott 

Marge Sanger 

Pat Scala 

Rhea Sprecher 

Bob Taylor 

Linda Webb 

 

Coletta and Ty Ali (friends of Pat Anderson) 

Dave Ambler (uncle of Andy Massmann) 

Diane Bean (friend of Julie Hinz) 

Rich Beer (father-in-law of Emily Beer) 

Bob Benke (friend of many at Grace) 

Fran Benson (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat) 

Sharon Berghaus (sister-in-law of Judy Berghaus) 

Karen Berglund (friend of Carol Stanger) 

Brad Bishop (brother-in-law of Julie Modrich) 

Cynthia Booth (cousin of Ellen Pullin) 

Ismail Abul Bosher (father of Grace’s first refugee family) 

Khadija Boudim (friend of Pat Anderson) 

Irene Buchbinder (mother of Paul Buchbinder) 

Jess Cosby (nephew of Marilyn and Ken Heppner) 

Debra Detweiler (friends of the Lyle and Lehmann families) 

Ethan Douglas (friend of Pat Anderson) 

Patrick Edwards (friend of Barbara Hofmaier and David Heim) 

Patti and Neal Enslin (friends of Marilyn Heppner) 

Randy Ernst (friend of Valerie Spiller) 

Debbie Frederick (friend of Bob and Margaret Burke) 

Julia Friend (friend of Susan Franzone) 

Steven Grupe (friend of Susan Messerli) 

Therese Haderlein (sister of Joe Modrich) 

Elizabeth Hammon (daughter of Susan Hammon) 

Sara Heiserman (relative of Carol Prinz) 

Harry Heppner (brother of Ken Heppner) 

Herbert Hofmaier (father of Barbara Hofmaier) 

Ruth M. Hughes (mother of Ruth Hughes-McElravey) 

Rina Jacobius (friend of Al Swanson) 

Judy Johnson (Grace School alum) 

Maureen Jordan (friend of Al Swanson) 

Scott Kibler (relative of April Kibler, father of John, Dan, 

and Olivia Kibler) 

Claudia Kraft (friend of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Arnold Krubsack (brother of Irmgard Swanson) 

Kathryn Krubsack (niece of Irmgard Swanson) 

Diane Larsen (friend of Al Swanson) 

Paul Lindblad (friend of many at Grace) 

John Lunde (friend of Susan Messerli) 

Cordy and Mike MacDonald (friends of Jen Murtoff) 

Pam Mattox (former member of Grace) 

Betty McClerren (aunt of Stephanie Wilkening) 

Mary Moehlenkamp (sister-in-law of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Monika Nash (daughter of Verna Offermann) 

Dwight and Betty Nelson (parents of Annalise Nelson Balock) 

John Norris (friend of Al Swanson) 

Louis and Gloria Nuechterlein (relatives of Eunice Spurgat) 

Mark Oberlander (friend of Nancy Kaufman) 

Ryan O’Neil (alum of Grace School) 

Sharon Peridis (friend of Marilyn Heppner) 

Jim Phelps (friend of the Luekings, Andersons and Hoyems) 

James Powers (friend of Al Swanson) 

Susan Prather (cousin of Adrienne and Ronald Rott) 

John Riley (father of Karin Danganan) 

Sue Sandvoss (wife of Tim Sandvoss) 

Nancy Stelling (friend of Pastor Phyllis Kersten) 

Jill Sunderman (mother of Elyssa Salinas Lazarski) 

Russ Tellio (friend of Susan and David Franzone) 

Gaylord Thomas (friend of Ruth and Karl Reko) 

Emily Trower (friend of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Kathleen Trower-Young (friend of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Mary Lou Wagoner (sister-in-law of Stan Reddel) 

Don and Arleeta Yeske (friends of Eunice Spurgat)
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Benevolence ministries 
 

A House in Austin 
 

In thanksgiving for 
 

The baptism of Eugene Matthew Kennedy (son of Kate and Spencer Kennedy) 

The 91st birthday of Joan Koerber 
 

For those who mourn 
 

Carolyn Wally (mother of Karen Jackson) 

Rob Sorensen (friend of Rebecca Dahlstrom) 
 

Those serving in the armed services 
 

Jacob Benson (great-nephew of Eunice Spurgat) 

Kevin Buss (nephew of Christa Krout) 

Matthew Garmatz (grandson of Margaret Garmatz) 

Zachery Grosz (great-nephew of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

John Kibler (son of April Kibler) 

Zachary Larsen (grandson of Karen and Richard McMahon) 

Joshua Nelson (son-in-law of Ted and Maja Anton) 

Miles Powell (grandson of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

Sonny Putman (nephew of Susan Franzone) 

Rusty Robb (grandnephew of Margaret Kruse/Roberta Gillespie) 

Matthew Shinkwin (friend of Eunice Spurgat) 

Christopher W. Sylvester (grandson of Janet Sylvester)
 

Those studying abroad 
 

Isabella Staples (The Netherlands) 
 

Those who are homebound 
 

Jayne Chilton 

Christopher Davis 

Joan Koerber  

Karen McMahon 

Dave Moeller  

Tim Sandvoss 

Kathleen Wrobel 

 

Those who need encouragement 
 

Cheryl Luchetta (friend of Joan Koerber) in Logan Correctional Center 

Prayer requests can be made through the church office. Contact Esther Armstrong (earmstrong@graceriverforest.org) to 

be included in the weekly prayers. For more private prayer concerns, please contact Kathy Lucht (kathy.lucht@gmail.com) 

to be added to the confidential prayer chain. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electronic giving 
Your financial gifts support the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church and School.  
 

On Venmo Search for Grace Lutheran Church/School or @graceriverforest.  
 

By text Text a dollar amount to 833-471-1346. If you’re a first-time text giver, you’ll receive a link 

with instructions about how to complete your donation.  
 

Online donation Go to GraceRiverForest.org and look for Donate on the home page menu. Or use 

the QR code. 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

TODAY, AUGUST 25 

Library open (self-service) ................................. 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Worship – Holy Communion ................................................ 10:00 a.m. 

Coffee Hour (Atrium/Outdoor) ................................................ 11:15 a.m. 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 26 

Dads of Grace (Offsite) .................................................................. 7:30 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28 

School Chapel Service ................................................................... 8:25 a.m. 

Cornerstones Summer Fellowship (Church Library) ......... 10:00 a.m. 
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29 

Grace Notes Mailing Crew (Church Library) ........................... 9:30 a.m. 

 

8/25/24 
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