Welcome to

Grace Lutheran
Church and School

Bring in, build up, and send
out disciples for Jesus Christ.

Visitors

Welcome! We are glad you are here.

Read more about worship on the
inside cover of this worship folder.

Fill out the form on the back cover
to tell us more about you.

Learn More

Today's insert contains announcements

about ministries of Grace Church and School.

Learn more about Grace by visiting us
online at www.graceriverforest.org.

Worship at Grace

The service is printed in this worship folder.

Hymns are ordinarily in the
green Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW)
and blue With One Voice (WOV) hymnals.

Information is printed on the next page
about additional resources for worship.
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First Sunday of Advent
December 1, 2024
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Welcome to Grace

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ as we
gather to hear God's holy Word and celebrate
the meal of Holy Communion. We are blessed
by your presence, just as you are. As God
welcomes all people through the saving
grace of Jesus, so do we seek to welcome
God's people of all races, social statuses,
physical and mental abilities, sexual orienta-
tions, and gender identities to be togetherin
Christ—to love, to grow, and to serve. Should
you have no church home, you are invited to
consider Grace. We encourage you to fill out
the perforated page on the back of the
bulletin and place it in the offering plate.

Children’s Resources

Activity bags, worship bulletins, and booster
seats are available in the narthex and from
the ushers.

Nursery Care

The nursery is open and staffed at most
worship services for children ages 4 and
under. The nursery is located across from
Fellowship Hall. From the atrium, go through
the Lamb Door by the elevator, up half a
flight of stairs and turn right. From the
sanctuary, go through the door by the stone
baptismal font, up the stairs and turn left.
A silent paging system allows the nursery
staff to contact parents when needed.

Holy Communion

The crucified and risen Christ is present in the
bread and wine of Communion, giving his
true body and blood as food and drink. All
baptized Christians are invited to the table
where Christ himself is host. If you desire to
be baptized, or to learn more about Holy
Baptism, please speak to one of the pastors.

Assistance in Worship

For those who find it difficult to stand during
any part of the service, please feel free to
remain seated. Contact an usher if you would
like Holy Communion to be brought to you.
Sound enhancement units are available in the
back of the church. Large print bulletins are
available from the ushers in the back of the
church and at the Division Street door.

Electronic Devices
Please silence all cell phones and other
electronic devices during worship. Thank you.

Grace Council Statement on Racism
Racism, manifested in individual acts and
present throughout systems, continues to
prevent us from being the beloved commu-
nity that God intends. Our faith in the
crucified and risen Christ compels us to
speak. We speak against the sin of racism. We
speak in solidarity with Black people and all
people of color, each of whom is precious to
God. We stand with and for Black people
within our church and school and in the
larger community.

We commit ourselves to following Jesus
Christ into the world in the hope that, by the
Spirit's power, God's Kingdom would come
on earth as it is in heaven. We look with hope
and anticipation to a season of growth and
change as Grace becomes a more faithful
witness to God's wide welcome in Christ. We
see this as the beginning, not the end, of the
conversation. We pray for the Holy Spirit to
guide us, and for the courage to follow.



Altar Flowers
Flowers may be sponsored to celebrate a special occasion or to honor the memory of a
loved one. Please see the front desk for details and to sign up.

As We Gather

Advent is about the “coming days.” God's people have always lived in great expectation,
but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these
four weeks. The ancients anticipated a "righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The
Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus'
contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we
eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the
advent of Christ in word and supper.




- GATHERING -+

PRELUDE: Minuet (from String Quartet #1) Ralph Vaughan Williams

We stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
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In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation,

come to the help of your people,

turning us from our sin to live for you alone.

Give us the power of your Holy Spirit

that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,

and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have turned from you

and given ourselves into the power of sin.

We are truly sorry and humbly repent.

In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit,
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



We face the cross in procession.

ENTRANCE HYMN: The King Shall Come (green) LBW #33
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1 The King shall come when morn- mg dawns and light tri - um-phant breaks,
2 Not as of old a lit - tle child, to bear and fight and die,
3 Oh, bright-er than the ris - ing morn when Christ, vic - to-rious, rose
4 Oh, bright-er than that glo - rious morn shall dawn up - on our race
5 The King shall come when morn-ing dawns and light and beau -ty brings.
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when beau - ty  gilds the east-ern hills and life to Joy a - wakes.
but crowned with glo - ry like the sun that lights the morn-ing sky.
and left the lone-some place of death, de - spite the rage of foes.
the day when Christ in splen-dor comes, and we shall see his face.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your peo -ple pray: come quick-ly, King of kings.
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Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925
Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmonv, 1816; arr. Theodore A. Beck, 1929-2003
Arr. © 1969 Concordia Pubhshmg House. Used by permission.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

Pl The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the ILord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and forthe u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor- ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - c¢y.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P} Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins,
and redeem us for your life of justice,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
We sit.

+ WORD -

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will fulfill the promise | made to the house of Israel
and the house of Judah. *In those days and at that time | will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for
David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. '®In those days Judah will be saved
and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our
righteousness.”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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PsALM 25:1-10 Paul Bouman
ANTIPHON: To you, O Lord, | lift up my soul.

L Toyou, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, | put my | trust in you;*
let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
Let none who look to you be | put to shame;*
let the treacherous be disappointed | in their schemes.
LJ Show me your | ways, O LORD,*
and teach | me your paths.
Lead me in your | truth and teach me,*
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have | trusted all | the day long.
L) Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,*
for they are from | everlasting.
Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;*
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD.
Gracious and upright | is the LORD;*
therefore he teaches sinners | in his way.
He guides the humble in | doing right*
and teaches his way | to the lowly.
All the paths of the LORD are | love and faithfulness*
to those who keep his covenant and his | testimonies.
For your name's | sake, O LORD,*
forgive my sin, for | it is great.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of
you? ""Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is
lacking in your faith.

""Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. '?And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for
you. '3And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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We stand.
GOSPEL VERSE: Matthew 11:10 John Ferguson

(Choirl  Alleluia. Alleluia.
REFRAIN (below)
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T Al-le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.

[Choir)  Stand up and raise your heads—
your redemption is drawing near.
REFRAIN

HoLy GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.

P

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. *People will faint from fear and foreboding
of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 2’Then they will see ‘the
Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 22Now when these things begin to take
place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

2Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 3%as soon as they sprout leaves
you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 3'So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 3?Truly | tell you, this generation will not pass
away until all things have taken place. 3*Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.

34Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the
worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 3’like a trap. For it will come upon all
who live on the face of the whole earth. 3®Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit
CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON Pastor Troy E. Medlin

Luke 21:25-36
9



We stand.

HyMN ofF THE DAY: Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying (green) LBW #31
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1 Wake, a - wake, for night is fly - ing, the watch-men

2 Zi - on hears the watch-men sing - ing, and in  her

3 Now let all the heav’ns a - dore you, and saints and
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on the heights are cry - ing; a-wake, Je - ru - sa-lem, at last.
heart new joy is spring-ing. She wakes, she ris - es from her gloom,
an - gels sing be - fore you. The harps and cym-bals all  u - nite.
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Mid - night hears the wel - come voic - es, and at the

for her Lord comesdown all glo - rious, the strong in
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thrill-ing cry re - joic - es: “Come forth, you maid-ens! Night is  past.
grace, in  truth vic - to - rious. Her star is ris’n; her light is come.
with the choir im-mor - tal, we gath - er round your daz-zling light.
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The bride - groom comes! A - wake; your lamps with glad - ness take!”
Oh, come, you Bless-ed One, Lord Je - sus, God’s own Son.
No eye has seen, no ear has yet been trained to hear,
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Lord, whose light has stirred the  wait - ing  guard.
view where you have bid us dine with  you.
sound; ho - san - nas blend in cos - mic  sound.

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556—1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, alt.
Music: WACHET AUF, Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608

NICENE CREED

P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

11



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition concludes:
A Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
Trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

+ MEAL +

PEACE OF CHRIST
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
We greet one another in the name of the Lord.

We sit
OFFERING/VOLUNTARY: Minuet (from Petite Suite) Claude Debussy
arr. Carlo Martelli

We stand as the gifts are presented.

OFFERTORY VERSE: Ezekiel 37:26-27 Robert Wetzler
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land.
Yes, the Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before them and make their footsteps a way.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

12



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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P) The Lord be with  you. And al - so with  you.

0 u

DA . ITUAE )

m P ——o 5o ® o 5 o, -

J N =
P Lift up your hearts. @We lift them to  the Lord.
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P) Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It isindeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God, the Beginning and the End,

our Salvation and our Hope,

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty.
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,

You sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.
At this end of the ages

your Son Jesus came to bring us your love

and to heal all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await his coming again
in righteousness and peace.

Send your Spirit on us
and on this bread and wine we share:
strengthen our faith,
increase our hope,
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen.
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hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

The gifts of God for the people of God.

(P)
Thanks be to God.

Pl Come, for all is now ready.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

We sit.
AGNuUS DEI
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
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COMMUNION
Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes you to this meal of the baptized.
The crucified and risen Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper,
giving us his true body and blood as food and drink.

We receive communion at the head of the center aisle, receiving the consecrated bread
and then drinking directly from the chalice or djpping the bread into the wine (intinction).

Those choosing individual cups will find non-alcoholic wine in the center of the tray.

Those with a gluten allergy may ask the pastor for a gluten-free host.

Anointing with oil for healing /s offered during the distribution of communion.

After receiving communion, come to the anointing station at the head of either side aisle
for prayer and anointing as a tangible sign of God'’s promise of wholeness for you.

Your need may be healing from physical illness, spiritual or emotional distress, grief, loss, or
anxiety, for yourself or a family member.
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Music FOR THE COMMUNION

CANTICLE: | Will Sing the Story of Your Love Paul D. Weber
The Refrain is introduced by the choir and sung by all each time thereafter.
h | " | pp—
——=——F =
AN3V | I 1 et huad 1 |
o) — ©
I will sing the sto -ty of your love, (0] Lord, and pro -
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claim your faith-ful-ness for - ev - er, and pro - claim your faith-ful-ness for - ev - er.

Copyright © 1997 by Augsburg Fortress. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

(Choirl  In this place shall be heard again the sounds of joy and gladness,
the voice of the bridegroom and the bride.
REFRAIN

®

[Choir)  In this place shall be heard again the voices of those who sing,
offering praise in the house of the LORD.
“Give thanks to the LORD of hosts, for the LORD is good,
and the steadfast love of the LORD endures forever.”
REFRAIN

(Choir)  In those days, says the LORD | will raise up a righteous Branch from David's line,
who will do what is just and right in the land.
REFRAIN

[Chairl  In those days and at that time
Judah will triumph,
Jerusalem will live in safety.
And this shall be the name
of the one who comes to reign:
“The LORD God is our righteousness.”
REFRAIN



HYMN: My Lord, What a Morning (blue) WOV #627
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My Lord, what a morn-ing; my Lord, whata morn-ing; oh,
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You will hear the sin - ner
3 You will hear the Chris-tian
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cry,
shout,

my Lord, what a morn-ing, when the stars be-gin to fall.
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BURLEIGH, African American spiritual
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HYMN: Come Now, O God ACS #902
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1 Come now, O God, when our love is for-sak - en.
2 Come, when we squan - der the free - dom you gave us.
3 Come, put an end to our self - serv-ing mad - ness.
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Come, when our bed - rock of faith has been shak - en.
Come, break the sys - tems of sin that en - slave us.
Come, while the world is en - shroud - ed in sad - ness.
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Come, when our deep - est of hopes are mis - tak - en.
Come, though we won - der if you can still save us.
Come, turn the tears of our mourn - ing to glad - ness.
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Come, Em - man - u - el Come, Em -man - u - el.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Music: LOST IN THE NIGHT, Finnish folk tune
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

We stand.

PosT-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER

Pl The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

> @

Let us pray.

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of

those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



- SENDING -+

BENEDICTION
P Almighty God: Father, =+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN: People, Look East (blue) WOV #626
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1 Peo - ple, look east. The time iS near of the crown-ing

2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare,
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim,

one more seed IS
one more light the

4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to earth. Set ev-'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim  the hearth and set the ta - Dble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flowr may flour - ish. Peo- ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord is com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the way.
cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BESANCON, French carol
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.
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DismISSAL

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PosTLUDE: Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying Michael D. Costello

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY

The Rev. David R. Lyle, presiding minister
The Rev. Troy E. Medlin, preaching minister
Amy Claud, deacon

Grace Parish Choir, choir
The Rev. Michael D. Costello, cantor

The Kontras Quartet
Eleanor Bartsch, violin
Sherri Zhang, violin
Ben Weber, Viola,
Jean Hatmaker, cello

Jo-Ellyn Dorsey Swanson, Ruth Nelson, lectors

Anders Lyle, Jack Williams, crucifer/Book bearer
Susie Calhoun, Susan Scherer, gift bearers

Benz Kuipers, Diana Sicuro, anointers
Mike Gillespie, Julie Lehmann, Dan Lehmann, Paul Koester, ushers
Jane Andrew, Roberta Gillespie, altar guild
Bill Koehne, Avery Tan, Allison Tan, greeters
Tom Swanson, Eunice Eifert, livestream audio/video

Copyright Acknowledgments

Portions of this liturgy reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright © 1978 by Augsburg Fortress, With One Voice, copyright
© 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 by Augsburg Fortress. Graphics reprinted from
Sundaysandseasons.com. All rights reserved. All of the above used by permission of Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #38423.

Readings come from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Anthem, Postlude, and hymns under copyright reprinted and/or livestreamed by permission of OneLicense.net license #A-704569.



LET US PRAY...

Karen Eckstein
Louis Elia

Susan Franzone
Hena Gantepalli
Susan Hammon
Kathy Hale

Patricia Herendeen
Phyllis Kersten

Cathy Barker

Jill Baumgaertner
Ann Bresnen

Miriam Bretscher
MaryBeth Buschmann
Marilyn Busse

Dan Cattau

Yvonne Daniels

Coletta and Ty Ali (friends of Pat Anderson)

David Benson (nephew of Eunice Spurgat)

Fran Benson (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat)

Jack Berg (friend of Art Gustafson)

Karen Berglund (friend of Carol Stanger)

Brad Bishop (brother-in-law of Julie Modlrich)

Cynthia Booth (cousin of Ellen Pullin)

Khadija Boudim (friend of Pat Anderson)

Twanda Burk (friend of Paul Eichwedel)

Paul Cordes (son of Bruce Cordes)

Jess Cosby (nephew of Marilyn Heppner)

James Crawford (nephew of Eunice Spurgat)

Laurel Marie D. (nejghbor of Pat Anderson)

Joe Dahlstrom (brother-in-law of Rebecca Dahlstrom)
Ethan Douglas (friend of Pat Anderson)

Patrick Edwards (friend of Barbara Hofmaier and David Heim)
Patti and Neal Enslin (friends of Marilyn Heppner)
Randy Ernst (friend of Valerie Spiller)

Debbie Frederick (friend of Bob and Margaret Burke)
Julia Friend (friend of Susan Franzone)

Steven Grupe (friend of Susan Messerlj)

Therese Haderlein (sister of Joe Modrich)

Elizabeth Hammon (daughter of Susan Hammon)
Sara Heiserman (relative of Carol Prinz)

Harry Heppner (brother-in-law of Marilyn Heppner)
Ruth M. Hughes (mother of Ruth Hughes-McElravey)
Tim Jackson (friend of Paul Eichwedel)

Judy Johnson (Grace School alum)

Kennedy Johnson (Grace alum, son of Jackie Johnson)
Maureen Jordan (friend of Al Swanson)
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Frank Senn
Beth Smoots

John Lattyak
Jim McClanahan

Carol Prinz Rhea Sprecher
Rob Ransom Rich Stasack

Karl Reko Irmgard Swanson
Ron Rott Linda Webb

Marge Sanger
Linda Schwab

Claudia Kraft (friend of Marilyn Moehlenkamp)

Arnold Krubsack (brother of Irmgard Swanson)

Kathryn Krubsack (niece of Irmgard Swanson)

Diane Larsen (friend of Al Swanson)

John Lunde (friend of Susan Messerlj)

Cordy and Mike MacDonald (friends of Jen Murtoff)
Martin Marty (friend of Dean and Beverly Lueking)

Pam Mattox (former member of Grace)

Carol Metzler (friend of Sandly Lentz)

Mary Moehlenkamp (sister-in-law of Marilyn Moehlenkamp)
Tom Moeller (brother of Sharon Kluge)

Monika Nash (daughter of Verna Offermann)

Dwight and Betty Nelson (parents of Annalise Nelson Balock)
Louis and Gloria Nuechterlein (refatives of Funice Spurgat)
Ryan O'Neil (a/lum of Grace School)

Sharon Peridis (friend of Marilyn Heppner)

James Powers (friend of Al Swanson)

Susan Prather (cousin of Adrienne and Ronald Rott)

Mara Schmidt (friend of Dan and Christa Krout)

John Slover (friend of Al Swanson)

Nancy Stelling (friend of Pastor Phyllis Kersten)

Alex Stevic (friend of Eliza Grahnke)

Chris and Sue Swanson (cousins of Al Swanson)

Jennifer Sylvester (daughter of Janet Sylvester)

Eleanor Teglia (granddaughter Art Gustafson)

Russ Tellio (friend of Susan and David Franzone)

Gaylord Thomas (friend of Ruth and Karl Reko)

Mary Lou Wagoner (sister-in-law of Stan Reddel)

Tara Zinger (friend of Jennifer Staples)



Benevolence ministries
Housing Forward

For those who mourn
Jim Phelps (friend of the Luekings, Andersons and Hoyems)

Those serving in the armed services

Jacob Benson (great-nephew of Eunice Spurgat) Joshua Nelson (son-in-law of Ted and Maja Anton)

Kevin Buss (nephew of Christa Krout) Miles Powell (grandson of Bob and Bonnie Shaner)

Matthew Garmatz (grandson of Margaret Garmatz) Sonny Putman (nephew of Susan Franzone)

Zachery Grosz (great-nephew of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) ~ Rusty Robb (grandnephew of Margaret Kruse/Roberta Gillespie)
John Kibler (son of April Kibler) Christopher W. Sylvester (grandson of Janet Sylvester)

Zachary Larsen (grandson of Karen and Richard McMahon)

Those studying abroad
Isabella Staples (The Netherlands)

Those who are homebound

Jayne Chilton Dave Moeller
Christopher Davis Tim Sandvoss
David Franzone Pat Scala

Joan Koerber Kathleen Wrobel

Karen McMahon

Those who need encouragement
Cheryl Luchetta (friend of Joan Koerber) in Logan Correctional Center

Prayer requests can be made through the church office. Contact Esther Armstrong (earmstrong@graceriverforest.org) to
be included in the weekly prayers. For more private prayer concerns, please contact Kathy Lucht (kathy.lucht@gmail.com)
to be added to the confidential prayer chain.

Electronic giving
Your financial gifts support the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church and School.

On Venmo Search for Grace Lutheran Church/School or @graceriverforest.

By text Text a dollar amount to 833-471-1346. If you're a first-time text giver, you'll receive a link
with instructions about how to complete your donation.

Online donation Go to GraceRiverForest.org and look for Donate on the home page menu. Or use
the QR code.
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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church

We are glad that you are worshipping with us!

If you are visiting us for the first time or would like
to learn more about Grace, please complete this
form, detach, and place it in the offering plate.

NAME(S)

E-MAIL ADDRESS

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

PHONE NUMBER

Check all that apply:

O 1 am visiting Grace for the first time.

O | would like to know more about Grace Church.

O 1 am interested in a path toward membership.

0O 1 would like to know more about Grace School.

O | would like to receive Grace's weekly e-mail,
Sunday Is Coming.

O 1 would like one of the pastors to contact me
via (check one) O Phone or O E-mail.

GRACE 7300 Division Street

River Forest, lllinois 60305

LU % HERAN  phone: (708) 366-6900
CHURCH Fax: (708) 366-0966

www.graceriverforest.org

& SCHOOL gracechurch@graceriverforest.org

Bring in, build up, and send out disciples for Jesus Christ.

THIS WEEK AT GRACE

TODAY, DECEMBER 1
Bible Study (Conference Room) 9:00 a.m.
Worship — Holy Communion 10:00 a.m.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3

Breakfast Group (Conference ROOM)..........cooveermrvernrevnnreennns 10:15 a.m.
Health Cabinet (Church Library) 7:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4

School Chapel Service 8:25 a.m.
Cornerstones Bible Study (Church Library) ........cccccoecevennees 10:00 a.m.
Advent Worship — Morning Prayer (Sanctuary)............. 11:30 a.m.
Cornerstones Lunch (Fellowship Hall)........ccccccoovevenecrinnccs 12:00 p.m.
Personnel Committee (Conference Room).........ccccooevueeueen. 1:00 p.m.
Advent Supper (Fellowship Hall) 6:00 p.m.
Advent Worship — Evening Prayer (Sanctuary)................. 7:00 p.m.
Parish Choir Rehearsal (Music ROOM)........cccceeuveveereeervcrenrnnnns 7:45 p.m.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5

Grief Share (Church Library) 10:00 a.m.
Mom:s of Littles (Church Library) 6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts (3™ Floor Commons) 7:00 p.m.
Social Ministry (Youth Center) 7:30 p.m.
Women's Choir Rehearsal (Music Room)........ccccoeeevveueenneee. 7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7

Mike Berg Visitation (Atrium) 10:00 a.m.
Memorial Service for Mike Berg (Sanctuary) ................. 11:00 a.m.
Berg Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 12:30 p.m.

David R. Lyle, Senior Pastor

Troy E. Medlin, Associate Pastor

F. Dean Lueking, Pastor Emeritus

Michael D. Costello, Cantor

Taylor-Imani Gates, Principal

Julie Modrich, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Amanda Smith, Communications Coordinator

Jim McClanahan, Director of Administration & Finance
David Pfeiffer, Facilities Manager

José Meza, Technology Manager



