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Altar Flowers 

Flowers may be sponsored to celebrate a special occasion or to honor the memory of a 

loved one. Please see the front desk for details and to sign up. 

 

As We Gather 

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, 

but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these 

four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The 

Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ 

contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we 

eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the 

advent of Christ in word and supper. 
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+  GATHERING  + 
 

 

PRELUDE: Minuet (from String Quartet #1) Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 

 

We stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P God of all mercy and consolation,  

 come to the help of your people,  

 turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 

 Give us the power of your Holy Spirit  

 that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,  

 and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination  
 

P Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us. 

 We confess that we have turned from you 

 and given ourselves into the power of sin.  

 We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  

 In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

 things we have done and things we have failed to do. 

 Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 

 so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

 and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. 

 In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

 Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  

 that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
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We face the cross in procession. 

ENTRANCE HYMN: The King Shall Come            (green) LBW #33 

 

 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

 



 

 

6 

KYRIE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  
 

P Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  

By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins,  

and redeem us for your life of justice,  

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
We sit. 

 

+  WORD  + 
 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14–16 
 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel 

and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 

David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved 

and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our 

righteousness.” 
 

L The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 25:1–10               Paul Bouman 
                        
     

 ANTIPHON: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 

 L  To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my | trust in you;* 

   let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 

 C  Let none who look to you be | put to shame;* 

   let the treacherous be disappointed | in their schemes. 

 L  Show me your | ways, O LORD,* 

   and teach | me your paths. 

 C  Lead me in your | truth and teach me,* 

   for you are the God of my salvation; 

   in you have I trusted all | the day long. 

 L  Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,* 

   for they are from | everlasting. 

 C  Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;* 

   remember me according to your love 

   and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD. 

 L  Gracious and upright | is the LORD;* 

   therefore he teaches sinners | in his way. 

 C  He guides the humble in | doing right* 

   and teaches his way | to the lowly. 

 L  All the paths of the LORD are | love and faithfulness* 

   to those who keep his covenant and his | testimonies. 

 C  For your name's | sake, O LORD,* 

   forgive my sin, for | it is great. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 
 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of 

you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is 

lacking in your faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the 

Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for 

you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and 

Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

L The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 
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We stand. 

GOSPEL VERSE: Matthew 11:10                          John Ferguson 
 

c Alleluia. Alleluia.   

 C REFRAIN (below) 

c Stand up and raise your heads–  

your redemption is drawing near.    

C REFRAIN 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 21:25–36  
 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 

nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding 

of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the 

Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take 

place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves 

you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 

away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 
  34Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 

worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all 

who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 

escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON Pastor Troy E. Medlin 

  Luke 21:25–36 
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We stand.  

HYMN OF THE DAY: Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying (green) LBW #31 
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NICENE CREED 
 

P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

C  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
    

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Each petition concludes: 

A Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

 Trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
 

+  MEAL  + 
 

 

 

PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

We sit. 

OFFERING/VOLUNTARY: Minuet (from Petite Suite) Claude Debussy 

arr. Carlo Martelli 

 

We stand as the gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY VERSE: Ezekiel 37:26–27                         Robert Wetzler 

Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land. 

Yes, the Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. 

Righteousness will go before them and make their footsteps a way. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us— 

 our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  

 Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 

 
            P                          C 
 

 
 

 
            P                             C  
 

 
 
 

            P  
 
 
 
            C  
 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  

 offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God.  

 You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,  

 through whom you will also make all things new  

 in the day when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness.  

 And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P  Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 

  our Salvation and our Hope, 

  we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

 When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 

  You sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

 At this end of the ages 

  your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 

  and to heal all the suffering world. 
  

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

  and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore,  

  his life, death, and resurrection, 

  we await his coming again  

  in righteousness and peace. 
 

 Send your Spirit on us 

  and on this bread and wine we share: 

  strengthen our faith, 

  increase our hope, 

  and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

  Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

  in your holy Church, 

  both now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,   

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P The gifts of God for the people of God. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P Come, for all is now ready. 

 
We sit. 

AGNUS DEI                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

16 

COMMUNION 
 

  Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes you to this meal of the baptized.  

  The crucified and risen Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper,  

  giving us his true body and blood as food and drink.  
 
 

 We receive communion at the head of the center aisle, receiving the consecrated bread  

 and then drinking directly from the chalice or dipping the bread into the wine (intinction). 
 

 

 Those choosing individual cups will find non-alcoholic wine in the center of the tray.             

Those with a gluten allergy may ask the pastor for a gluten-free host.  
 

Anointing with oil for healing is offered during the distribution of communion.  

After receiving communion, come to the anointing station at the head of either side aisle  

for prayer and anointing as a tangible sign of God’s promise of wholeness for you.  
 

Your need may be healing from physical illness, spiritual or emotional distress, grief, loss, or 

anxiety, for yourself or a family member. 
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MUSIC FOR THE COMMUNION 
 

 CANTICLE: I Will Sing the Story of Your Love     Paul D. Weber   

 The Refrain is introduced by the choir and sung by all each time thereafter. 

 
 

c   In this place shall be heard again the sounds of joy and gladness, 

    the voice of the bridegroom and the bride. 

  C REFRAIN 
 

c   In this place shall be heard again the voices of those who sing, 

  offering praise in the house of the LORD. 

     “Give thanks to the LORD of hosts, for the LORD is good,  

  and the steadfast love of the LORD endures forever.” 

 C   REFRAIN 
 

c   In those days, says the LORD I will raise up a righteous Branch from David’s line, 

  who will do what is just and right in the land. 

  C  REFRAIN 
 

 c   In those days and at that time 

  Judah will triumph, 

  Jerusalem will live in safety. 

  And this shall be the name  

  of the one who comes to reign:  

  “The LORD God is our righteousness.” 

  C  REFRAIN 
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 HYMN: My Lord, What a Morning (blue) WOV #627 
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 HYMN: Come Now, O God ACS #902 

 

We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

A Let us pray. 

 Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of  

 those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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+  SENDING  + 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  Almighty God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN: People, Look East (blue) WOV #626 
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DISMISSAL 
 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying Michael D. Costello 

 

 

 

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
 

The Rev. David R. Lyle, presiding minister 

The Rev. Troy E. Medlin, preaching minister 

Amy Claud, deacon 
 

Grace Parish Choir, choir 

The Rev. Michael D. Costello, cantor 
 

The Kontras Quartet 

Eleanor Bartsch, violin 

Sherri Zhang, violin  

Ben Weber, Viola, 

Jean Hatmaker, cello 
 

Jo-Ellyn Dorsey Swanson, Ruth Nelson, lectors 

Anders Lyle, Jack Williams, crucifer/Book bearer 

Susie Calhoun, Susan Scherer, gift bearers 

Benz Kuipers, Diana Sicuro, anointers 

Mike Gillespie, Julie Lehmann, Dan Lehmann, Paul Koester, ushers 

Jane Andrew, Roberta Gillespie, altar guild 

Bill Koehne, Avery Tan, Allison Tan, greeters 

Tom Swanson, Eunice Eifert, livestream audio/video 
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LET US PRAY… 
 

Cathy Barker 

Jill Baumgaertner 

Ann Bresnen 

Miriam Bretscher 

MaryBeth Buschmann 

Marilyn Busse 

Dan Cattau 

Yvonne Daniels 

Karen Eckstein 

Louis Elia 

Susan Franzone 

Hena Gantepalli 

Susan Hammon 

Kathy Hale 

Patricia Herendeen 

Phyllis Kersten 

John Lattyak 

Jim McClanahan 

Carol Prinz 

Rob Ransom 

Karl Reko 

Ron Rott 

Marge Sanger 

Linda Schwab 

Frank Senn 

Beth Smoots 

Rhea Sprecher 

Rich Stasack 

Irmgard Swanson 

Linda Webb 

 

Coletta and Ty Ali (friends of Pat Anderson) 

David Benson (nephew of Eunice Spurgat) 

Fran Benson (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat) 

Jack Berg (friend of Art Gustafson) 

Karen Berglund (friend of Carol Stanger) 

Brad Bishop (brother-in-law of Julie Modrich) 

Cynthia Booth (cousin of Ellen Pullin) 

Khadija Boudim (friend of Pat Anderson) 

Twanda Burk (friend of Paul Eichwedel) 

Paul Cordes (son of Bruce Cordes) 

Jess Cosby (nephew of Marilyn Heppner) 

James Crawford (nephew of Eunice Spurgat) 

Laurel Marie D. (neighbor of Pat Anderson) 

Joe Dahlstrom (brother-in-law of Rebecca Dahlstrom) 

Ethan Douglas (friend of Pat Anderson) 

Patrick Edwards (friend of Barbara Hofmaier and David Heim) 

Patti and Neal Enslin (friends of Marilyn Heppner) 

Randy Ernst (friend of Valerie Spiller) 

Debbie Frederick (friend of Bob and Margaret Burke) 

Julia Friend (friend of Susan Franzone) 

Steven Grupe (friend of Susan Messerli) 

Therese Haderlein (sister of Joe Modrich) 

Elizabeth Hammon (daughter of Susan Hammon) 

Sara Heiserman (relative of Carol Prinz) 

Harry Heppner (brother-in-law of Marilyn Heppner) 

Ruth M. Hughes (mother of Ruth Hughes-McElravey) 

Tim Jackson (friend of Paul Eichwedel) 

Judy Johnson (Grace School alum) 

Kennedy Johnson (Grace alum, son of Jackie Johnson) 

Maureen Jordan (friend of Al Swanson) 

Claudia Kraft (friend of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Arnold Krubsack (brother of Irmgard Swanson) 

Kathryn Krubsack (niece of Irmgard Swanson) 

Diane Larsen (friend of Al Swanson) 

John Lunde (friend of Susan Messerli) 

Cordy and Mike MacDonald (friends of Jen Murtoff) 

Martin Marty (friend of Dean and Beverly Lueking) 

Pam Mattox (former member of Grace) 

Carol Metzler (friend of Sandy Lentz) 

Mary Moehlenkamp (sister-in-law of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Tom Moeller (brother of Sharon Kluge) 

Monika Nash (daughter of Verna Offermann) 

Dwight and Betty Nelson (parents of Annalise Nelson Balock) 

Louis and Gloria Nuechterlein (relatives of Eunice Spurgat) 

Ryan O’Neil (alum of Grace School) 

Sharon Peridis (friend of Marilyn Heppner) 

James Powers (friend of Al Swanson) 

Susan Prather (cousin of Adrienne and Ronald Rott) 

Mara Schmidt (friend of Dan and Christa Krout) 

John Slover (friend of Al Swanson) 

Nancy Stelling (friend of Pastor Phyllis Kersten) 

Alex Stevic (friend of Eliza Grahnke) 

Chris and Sue Swanson (cousins of Al Swanson) 

Jennifer Sylvester (daughter of Janet Sylvester) 

Eleanor Teglia (granddaughter Art Gustafson) 

Russ Tellio (friend of Susan and David Franzone) 

Gaylord Thomas (friend of Ruth and Karl Reko) 

Mary Lou Wagoner (sister-in-law of Stan Reddel) 

Tara Zinger (friend of Jennifer Staples) 
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Benevolence ministries 
 

Housing Forward 
 

For those who mourn 
 

Jim Phelps (friend of the Luekings, Andersons and Hoyems) 
 

Those serving in the armed services 
 

Jacob Benson (great-nephew of Eunice Spurgat) 

Kevin Buss (nephew of Christa Krout) 

Matthew Garmatz (grandson of Margaret Garmatz) 

Zachery Grosz (great-nephew of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

John Kibler (son of April Kibler) 

Zachary Larsen (grandson of Karen and Richard McMahon) 

Joshua Nelson (son-in-law of Ted and Maja Anton) 

Miles Powell (grandson of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

Sonny Putman (nephew of Susan Franzone) 

Rusty Robb (grandnephew of Margaret Kruse/Roberta Gillespie) 

Christopher W. Sylvester (grandson of Janet Sylvester)

 

Those studying abroad 
 

Isabella Staples (The Netherlands) 
 

Those who are homebound 
 

Jayne Chilton 

Christopher Davis 

David Franzone 

Joan Koerber  

Karen McMahon 

Dave Moeller  

Tim Sandvoss 

Pat Scala 

Kathleen Wrobel 

 

Those who need encouragement 
 

Cheryl Luchetta (friend of Joan Koerber) in Logan Correctional Center 

Prayer requests can be made through the church office. Contact Esther Armstrong (earmstrong@graceriverforest.org) to 

be included in the weekly prayers. For more private prayer concerns, please contact Kathy Lucht (kathy.lucht@gmail.com) 

to be added to the confidential prayer chain. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electronic giving 
Your financial gifts support the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church and School.  
 

On Venmo Search for Grace Lutheran Church/School or @graceriverforest.  
 

By text Text a dollar amount to 833-471-1346. If you’re a first-time text giver, you’ll receive a link 

with instructions about how to complete your donation.  
 

Online donation Go to GraceRiverForest.org and look for Donate on the home page menu. Or use 

the QR code.  

12/1/24 
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

TODAY, DECEMBER 1 

Bible Study (Conference Room) ................................................ 9:00 a.m. 

Worship – Holy Communion ................................................. 10:00 a.m. 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3 

Breakfast Group (Conference Room) ..................................... 10:15 a.m. 

Health Cabinet (Church Library) ................................................ 7:00 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4 

School Chapel Service ................................................................ 8:25 a.m. 

Cornerstones Bible Study (Church Library) .......................... 10:00 a.m. 

Advent Worship – Morning Prayer (Sanctuary) ............. 11:30 a.m. 

Cornerstones Lunch (Fellowship Hall)....................................12:00 p.m. 

Personnel Committee (Conference Room) ............................ 1:00 p.m. 

Advent Supper (Fellowship Hall) ............................................... 6:00 p.m. 

Advent Worship – Evening Prayer (Sanctuary) ................. 7:00 p.m. 

Parish Choir Rehearsal (Music Room) ...................................... 7:45 p.m. 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 

Grief Share (Church Library) ...................................................... 10:00 a.m. 

Moms of Littles (Church Library) ............................................... 6:30 p.m. 

Boy Scouts (3rd Floor Commons) ............................................... 7:00 p.m. 

Social Ministry (Youth Center)  .................................................. 7:30 p.m. 

Women’s Choir Rehearsal (Music Room) ............................... 7:30 p.m. 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 

Mike Berg Visitation (Atrium) ................................................... 10:00 a.m. 

Memorial Service for Mike Berg (Sanctuary) .................. 11:00 a.m. 

Berg Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) .............................................12:30 p.m. 


