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Altar Flowers  

Flowers are sponsored this morning by Katharine Roller to celebrate the anniversary of the 

baptism of Vero Roller. 

 

As We Gather  

Itõs the passage that has launched thousands of stewardship campaigns. The widow, in 

contrast to those who have and give more, gives everything. Two coppers coin clanking 

into the treasury. But questions lurk under the surface. Why does this woman have so little 

on which to live? Why is it the job of the poor people to keep the Temple going? Why is 

the whole system designed to keep the poor impoverished and the wealthy rich? Well, go 

back a bit. The widowõs offering is not meant to illustrate the Kingdom; itõs a real-time 

example of the faux-religious wealthy devouring the houses of widows. Yes, the woman is 

faithful and generous, and there is much to emulate in her. But why is so much being asked 

of her? As we emerge from an election into an uncertain - and for many, frightening - 

future, we do well to remember Jesusõ teaching: Woe to those who continue to cause 

suffering for those at the margins. Changed circumstances do not change our baptismal 

vocation. We serve the neighbor in need in the name of the true temple, Jesus Christ, who 

demands nothing, and gives everything, to us. 
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 in the name of the Father, and of the +  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen.  

+   GATHERING  +  
 

  
 

PRELUDE: Two Settings on FOREST GREEN Charles Callahan and Kenneth Kosche 
  

 

We stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P  In the name of the Father, and of the +  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen.  
 

P  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  

 all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  

 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,  

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen.  
 

P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

 But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just  

 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination  
 

P  Most merciful God, 

C  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

 We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

 by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

 We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will  

 and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  
 

P  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us  

 and, for his sake, God forgives us all our sins.  

 As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority,  

 I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
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ENTRANCE HYMN : As Saints of Old ELW #695 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  
 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C  And also with you.  
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HYMN OF PRAISE: Glory to God in the Highest 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you .  
 

P  Let us pray. 

O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy.  

Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your promises,  

and bring all the world to share in the treasures that come through your Son,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

C  Amen.  
We sit. 

 

 

+   WORD  +  
 

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 17:8ð16 
 

Then the word of the LORD came to [Elijah], saying, 9Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, 

and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you. 10So he set out and went to 

Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to 

her and said, "Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink." 11As she was going to bring it, 

he called to her and said, "Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand." 12But she said, "As the LORD 

your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am 

now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that 

we may eat it, and die." 13Elijah said to her, "Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first 

make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your 

son. 14For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of 

oil will not fail until t he day that the LORD sends rain on the earth." 15She went and did as Elijah 

said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. 16The jar of meal was not 

emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.  
 

L  The Word of the Lord 

C  Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 146 Michael D. Costello 
 

 ANTIPHON: I will praise the Lord as long as I live.                          
     

L   Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, | O my soul!*  

  I will praise the Lord as long as I live;  

  I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being.  

C   Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any | child of earth,*  

  for there is no | help in them.  

L   When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth,*  

  and in that day | their thoughts perish.  

C   Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,*  

  whose hope is in the | Lord their God;  

L   who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;*  

  who keeps his prom- | ise forever;  

C   who gives justice to those who | are oppressed,*  

  and food to | those who hunger.   

L   The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes | of the blind;*  

  the Lord lifts up those who | are bowed down;  

C   the Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares | for the stranger;*  

  he sustains the orphan and widow,  

  but frustrates the way | of the wicked.  

L   The Lord shall | reign forever,*  

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!  

 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 9:24ð28 
 

For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he entered 

into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25Nor was it to offer himself 

again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; 
26for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he 

has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27And just as it 

is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, 28so Christ, having been offered once 

to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are 

eagerly waiting for him.  
 

L  The Word of the Lord.    

C  Thanks be to God.  
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We stand. 

GOSPEL VERSE: 1 Samuel 2:8                       Carl F. Schalk 
 

c  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 C  REFRAIN (below) 

 

  
 
 

 
c  The Lord raises up the poor from the dust,  

 to make them inherit a seat of honor.  

 C  REFRAIN 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 12:38ð44  
 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the twelfth  chapter. 
 

C   Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

As [Jesus] taught, he said, "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be 

greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of 

honor at banquets! 40They devour widows' houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. 

They will receive the greater condemnation." 
  41He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many 

rich people put in large sums. 42A poor widow came and put in two s mall copper coins, which are worth 

a penny. 43Then he called his disciples and said to them, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in 

more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44For all of them have contributed out of their 

abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on." 
 

P   The Gospel of the Lord. 

C   Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

We sit. 

SERMON: What Mite We Do Now? Pastor David R. Lyle 

  Mark 12:38ð44 
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We stand.  

HYMN OF THE DAY: Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us (green) LBW #424 
 

 

Stanza 2 ð lower/bass voices  

Stanza 4 ð higher/treble voices 
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APOSTLESõ CREED 
 

P  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

C   I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  and born of the virgin Mary.  

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again.  

 He ascended into heaven,  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

RECEPTION OF NEW M EMBERS 

After new members have been received, we speak this word of welcome: 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  

Together we will give thanks and praise to God  

and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
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We greet one another in the name of the Lord.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Each petition concludes: 

A  Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer.  
 

 

The prayers conclude: 

P  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

 Trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C  Amen.  
 
 

+   M EAL  +  
 

 

PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C  And  also with you.  
 

 

 

 

We sit. 

OFFERING/ ANTHEM: Lord, Thou Hast Searched Me arr. Alice Parker 
    

Lord, thou hast searched me, and dost know 

where'er I rest, where'er I go; 

Thou knowest all that I have planned, 

and all my ways are in thy hands. 
 

My words from thee I cannot hide, 

I feel thy pow'r  on ev'ry side; 

O wondrous knowledge, awful might,  

unfathomed  depth, unmeasured height!  
 

Where can I go apart from thee, 

or whither from thy presence flee? 

In heav'n? it is thy dwelling fair; 

in death's abode? lo, thou art there. 
 

If I the wings of morning  take, 

and far away my dwelling make, 

the hand that leadeth me is thine, 

and my support  thy pow'r  divine. 

If deepest darkness cover me, 

the darkness hideth not from thee; 

to thee both  night  and day are bright,  

the darkness shineth as the light.  
 

 Based on Psalm 139
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   C  It      is     right  to    give  our  thanks                                and   praise. 

We stand as the gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY VERSE: Revelation 19:6ð7, 9   Donald Busarow 
 

Alleluia! The Lord our God the Almighty reigns.  

Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory,  

for the marriage of the Lamb as come, and his Bride has made herself ready.  

Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  

A  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C  we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us ñ 

 our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  

 Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
        P The        Lord   be       with      you.    C And           al     -    so    with   you.  

 
     P  Lift          up            your       hearts. C We        lift them  to          the Lord.  

 
          P  Let     us      give  thanks  to  the    Lord                                 our    God.  

 
 
 
P  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  

  offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. 

 Who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

  and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  

 And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P  Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal:  

  surrounded by evil and bordered by death  

  we appeal to you, 

  our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our Judge. 
  

 We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace 

  and promised an end to injustice and harm. 
  

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

  and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 Remembering, therefore, 

  the sacrifice of his life and death 

  and the victory of his resurrection, 

  we await with all the saints 

  his loving redemption of our suffering world.  
  

 Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine 

  and on all who share in the body and blood of your Son:  

  teach us your mercy and justice, 

  and make all things new in Christ. 
  

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

  Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

  in your holy Church, 

  both now and forever.  

C  Amen.  

 

P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,   

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen.  
 

P  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

C  Thanks be to God.  
 

P  Come, for all is now ready. 
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We sit. 

AGNUS DEI                          

 
 

COMMUNION  
 

  Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes you to this meal of the baptized.  

  The crucified and risen Christ is present in the Lordõs Supper,  

  giving us his true body and blood as food and drink.  
 
 

 We receive communion at the head of the center aisle, receiving the consecrated bread  

 and then drinking directly from the chalice or dipping the bread into the wine (intinction).  
 

 

 Those choosing individual cups will find non-alcoholic wine in the center of the tray.             

Those with a gluten allergy may ask the pastor for a gluten-free host.  
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MUSIC FOR THE COMMUNION  
 

 ANTHEM: Take My Life, that I May Be Robert A. Hobby 
    

Take my life, that I may be 

Consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

Take my moments and my days; 

Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

Take my hands and let them move 

At the impulse of thy love; 

Take my feet and let them be 

Swift and beautiful  for thee. 
 

Take my voice and let me sing 

Always, only, for my King; 

Take my lips and let them be 

Filled with messages from thee. 
 

Take my silver and my gold, 

Not  a mite would I withhold;  

Take my intellect, and use 

Every power as thou shalt choose. 
 

Take my will and make it thine; 

It shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart, it is thine own; 

It shall be thy royal throne. 
 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour 

At thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for thee. 

Francis R. Havergal, 1836ð79, alt. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



18 

HYMN : God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending (green) LBW #408 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING &  PRAYER 
 

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C  Amen.  
 

A  Let us pray. 

 Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of  

 those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen . 
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+   SENDING  +  

 

BENEDICTION 
 

P   Almighty God: Father, +  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C   Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN : Jesus Shall Reign (green) LBW #530 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

A  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C  Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE: Jesus Shall Reign Charles Callahan 
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LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
 

The Rev. Troy E. Medlin, presiding minister 

The Rev. David R. Lyle, preaching minister 

Deborah Maxwell, assisting minister 

Lori Martin, deacon 
 

Grace Parish Choir, choir 

The Rev. Michael D. Costello, cantor 

Grace Womenõs Choir, choir 

Gwen Gotsch, conductor  

Donna Port, flutist  
 

Eileen Maggio, Al Swanson, lectors 

Annelise Walsh, Avery Tan, crucifer/Book bearer 

Lois Harb, Susan Scherer, gift bearers 

Martin Becker, Thomas Ewert, Paul Koester, Gerlinde VanDriesen, ushers 

Liz Hanson, Deborah Stonich, altar guild  

Mary Jane Keitel, Bill Koehne, Allison Tan, greeters 

Michael Starrick, Anne Claud, livestream audio/video  
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LET US PRAYê 
 

Cathy Barker 

Ann Bresnen 

Miriam Bretscher 

MaryBeth Buschmann 

Marilyn Busse 

Dan Cattau 

Yvonne Daniels 

Louis Elia 

Susan Franzone 

Hena Gantepalli 

Susan Hammon 

Kathy Hale 

Patricia Herendeen 

Phyllis Kersten 

John Lattyak 

Jim McClanahan 

Carol Prinz 

Rob Ransom 

Karl Reko 

Ron Rott 

Marge Sanger 

Linda Schwab  

Frank Senn 

Beth Smoots 

Rhea Sprecher 

Linda Webb 

 

Coletta and Ty Ali (friends of Pat Anderson) 

David Benson (nephew of Eunice Spurgat) 

Fran Benson (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat) 

Jack Berg (friend of Art Gustafson) 

Karen Berglund (friend of Carol Stanger) 

Brad Bishop (brother-in-law of Julie Modrich) 

Cynthia Booth (cousin of Ellen Pullin) 

Ismail Abul Bosher (father of  Graceõs first refugee family) 

Khadija Boudim (friend of Pat Anderson) 

Rich Brooks (friend of many at Grace) 

Jess Cosby (nephew of Marilyn Heppner) 

James Crawford (nephew of Eunice Spurgat) 

Joe Dahlstrom (brother of Rebecca Dahlstrom) 

Ethan Douglas (friend of Pat Anderson) 

Patrick Edwards (friend of Barbara Hofmaier and David Heim) 

Patti and Neal Enslin (friends of Marilyn Heppner) 

Randy Ernst (friend of Valerie Spiller) 

Debbie Frederick (friend of Bob and Margaret Burke) 

Julia Friend (friend of Susan Franzone) 

Steven Grupe (friend of Susan Messerli) 

Therese Haderlein (sister of Joe Modrich) 

Elizabeth Hammon (daughter of Susan Hammon) 

Sara Heiserman (relative of Carol Prinz) 

Harry Heppner (brother-in-law of Marilyn Heppner) 

Ruth M. Hughes (mother of Ruth Hughes-McElravey) 

Tim Jackson (friend of Paul Eichwedel) 

Judy Johnson (Grace School alum) 

Kennedy Johnson (Grace alum, son of Jackie Johnson) 

Maureen Jordan (friend of Al Swanson) 

Claudia Kraft (friend of Marilyn Moehlenkamp)  

Arnold Krubsack (brother of Irmgard Swanson) 

Kathryn Krubsack (niece of Irmgard Swanson) 

Diane Larsen (friend of Al Swanson) 

John Lunde (friend of Susan Messerli) 

Cordy and Mike MacDonald (friends of Jen Murtoff)  

Martin Marty (friend of Dean and Beverly Lueking) 

Pam Mattox (former member of Grace) 

Carol Metzler (friend of Sandy Lentz) 

Mary Moehlenkamp (sister-in-law of Marilyn Moehlenkamp)  

Tom Moeller (brother of Sharon Kluge) 

Monika Nash (daughter of Verna Offermann) 

Dwight and Betty Nelson (parents of Annalise Nelson Balock) 

Louis and Gloria Nuechterlein (relatives of Eunice Spurgat) 

Ryan OõNeil (alum of Grace School) 

Sharon Peridis (friend of Marilyn Heppner)  

Jim Phelps (friend of the Luekings, Andersons and Hoyems) 

James Powers (friend of Al Swanson) 

Susan Prather (cousin of Adrienne and Ronald Rott) 

John Riley (father of Karin Danganan) 

Mara Schmidt (friend of Dan and Christa Krout) 

John Slover (friend of Al Swanson) 

Nancy Stelling (friend of Pastor Phyllis Kersten) 

Alex Stevic (friend of Eliza Grahnke) 

Chris and Sue Swanson (cousins of Al Swanson) 

Eleanor Teglia (granddaughter Art Gustafson) 

Russ Tellio (friend of Susan and David Franzone) 

Gaylord Thomas (friend of Ruth and Karl Reko) 

Mary Lou Wagoner (sister-in-law of Stan Reddel) 

Tara Zinger (friend of Jennifer Staples) 
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Benevolence ministries  
 

ELCA-International Women Leaders  
 

In thanksgiving for  
 

For all veterans and those currently serving in the armed forces 

For our new members: Art Gustafson, Dana Hall, Catherine Hegarty, Amy  and Nathan  Hill, Deanna, Brad, Carson and 

Juliet Krischke, Carolyn Lemley, Ellen Warger  
 

For those who mourn  
 

Julie Hinz  

Diane Bean (friend of Julie Hinz) 
 

Those serving in the armed services  
 

Jacob Benson (great-nephew of Eunice Spurgat) 

Kevin Buss (nephew of Christa Krout) 

Matthew Garmatz (grandson of Margaret Garmatz) 

Zachery Grosz (great-nephew of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

John Kibler (son of April Kibler) 

Zachary Larsen (grandson of Karen and Richard McMahon) 

Joshua Nelson (son-in-law of Ted and Maja Anton) 

Miles Powell (grandson of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

Sonny Putman (nephew of Susan Franzone) 

Rusty Robb (grandnephew of Margaret Kruse/Roberta Gillespie) 

Matthew Shinkwin (friend of Eunice Spurgat) 

Christopher W. Sylvester (grandson of Janet Sylvester)
 

Those studying abroad  
 

Isabella Staples (The Netherlands) 
 

Those who are homebound  
 

Jayne Chilton 

Christopher Davis 

David Franzone 

Joan Koerber  

Karen McMahon 

Dave Moeller  

Tim Sandvoss 

Pat Scala 

Kathleen Wrobel 

 

Those who need encouragement  
 

Cheryl Luchetta (friend of Joan Koerber) in Logan Correctional Center 

Prayer requests can be made through the church office. Contact Esther Armstrong (earmstrong@graceriverforest.org) to 

be included in the weekly prayers. For more private prayer concerns, please contact Kathy Lucht (kathy.lucht@gmail.com) 

to be added to the confidential prayer chain . 
 

 

 

 

Electronic giving  
Your financial gifts support the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church and School.  
 

On Venmo Search for Grace Lutheran Church/School or @graceriverforest.  
 

By text Text a dollar amount to 833 -471-1346. If youõre a first-time text giver, youõll receive a link 

with instructions about how to complete your donation.  
 

Online donation Go to GraceRiverForest.org and look for Donate on the home page menu. Or use 

the QR code.  


