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Altar Flowers 

Flowers may be sponsored to celebrate a special occasion, to honor the memory of a loved 

one. Please see the front desk for more information. 

 

We Gather 

Of all the mistakes one can make when interpreting the scriptures, there is none worse 

than reducing the Word of God to simple moralism. What, we ask, should we do? As if the 

Lord God of heaven and earth can be so easily manipulated! So has it ever been. A lawyer 

speaks for us today: “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” As if such things are up to us! 

Jesus answers not with an answer, but with a parable. Yet this parable itself has been 

reduced to moralism most meaningless. The lightbulb goes off: We should be like the 

Samaritan, not the priest or the Levite. Well, duh. Much better to ask, first, where Jesus is 

in this parable. And, second, to imagine what it means to be neighbors on the receiving 

end of blessing. Only then might we ask what we should do. Even then, it’s not an answer 

to the lawyer’s question. What must we do to inherit eternal life? Nothing. Nothing at all, 

except, it seems, to drop dead in faith. 
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+  GATHERING  + 
 

 

PRELUDE: Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart Michael D. Costello 
 

We stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  

 all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  

 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

 that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,  

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

 But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just  

 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination  
 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

 We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

 by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

 For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will  

 and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us  

 and, for his sake, God forgives us all our sins.  

 As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority,  

 I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 

 in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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We face the cross in procession. 

ENTRANCE HYMN: As We Gather at Your Table        ELW #522 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE         
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, your mercy delights us,  

and the world longs for your loving care.  

Hear the cries of everyone in need,  

and turn our hearts to love our neighbors with the love of your Son,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

We sit.

 
 

+  WORD  + 
 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:9–14 
 

The LORD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in the fruit of 

your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For the LORD will again take 

delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your ancestors, 10when you obey the 

LORD your God by observing his commandments and decrees that are written in this book of the 

law, because you turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 
  11Surely, this commandment that I am commanding you today is not too hard for you, nor is it 

too far away. 12It is not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up to heaven for us, and get it 

for us so that we may hear it and observe it?” 13Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 

“Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and 

observe it?” 14No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to 

observe. 
 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM ANTHEM: To You, O Lord, I Lift Up My Soul Ronald Nelson 
 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you. 
 

Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; 

In you have I trusted all the day long. 
 

Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 

Protect my life and deliver me; for I have trusted in you. 
 

Psalm 25:1a, 3–5, 19 

 

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:1–14 

 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
  2To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: 

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father.  
 

 3In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4for we have 

heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5because of the 

hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the 

gospel 6that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has 

been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace 

of God. 7This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of 

Christ on your behalf, 8and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 
  9For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and asking that 

you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10so 

that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good 

work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 11May you be made strong with all the strength 

that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, 

while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the 

saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the 

kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

L The Word of the Lord.    

C Thanks be to God. 
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We stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
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HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 10:25–37 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27He answered, “You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and 

with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You have given the right 

answer; do this, and you will live.” 
  29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A 

man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped 

him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down 

that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he 

came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came 

near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his 

wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to 

an inn, and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, 

and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 
36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the 

robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON: Like a Good Neighbor David R. Lyle 

   Luke 10:25–37 
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We stand.  

HYMN OF THE DAY: Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart  (green) LBW #325 
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We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven,  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 

 

We stand. 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Each petition concludes: 

A Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

 Trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

+  MEAL  + 
 

PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 

 

 

 

C And also with you. 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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We sit. 

OFFERING/MISSION MOMENT: Worship Volunteers             Ruth Nelson 

 
We stand as the gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY SONG: Glory to You 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us— 

 our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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   C  It     is     right  to    give  our  thanks                                and   praise. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
        P The        Lord   be       with      you.    C And           al     -    so    with   you.  

 
     P  Lift          up            your       hearts. C We        lift them  to          the Lord.  

 
          P  Let     us      give  thanks  to  the    Lord                                 our    God.  

 
 
 

 
 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  

  offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. 

 Who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

  and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  

 And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P  Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  
 

 In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,  

  that all those who believe in him  

  should not perish, but have eternal life.  
 

We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed,  

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper,  

  he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  

as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,   

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen. 
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P The gifts of God for the people of God. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P Come, for all is now ready 

 

We sit. 

AGNUS DEI                          
                                                                       

 

 

COMMUNION 
 

  Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes you to this meal of the baptized.  

  The crucified and risen Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper,  

  giving us his true body and blood as food and drink.  
 
 

 We receive communion at the head of the center aisle, receiving the consecrated bread  

 and then drinking directly from the chalice or dipping the bread into the wine (intinction). 
 

 

 Those choosing individual cups will find non-alcoholic wine in the center of the tray.             

 Those with a gluten allergy may ask the pastor for a gluten-free host. 
 

 

MUSIC FOR THE COMMUNION 
 

 

 

COMMUNION 
 

  Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes you to this meal of the baptized.  

  The crucified and risen Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper,  

  giving us his true body and blood as food and drink.  
 
 

 We receive communion at the head of the center aisle, receiving the consecrated bread  

 and then drinking directly from the chalice or dipping the bread into the wine (intinction). 
 

 

 Those choosing individual cups will find non-alcoholic wine in the center of the tray.             

 Those with a gluten allergy may ask the pastor for a gluten-free host. 
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MUSIC FOR THE COMMUNION 
 

 ANTHEM: Jesus, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love Words and Tune Adapt. Tom Colvin 

arr. Cindy Johnston Favreau
 

 Refrain 

 Jesus, Jesu, fill us with your love,  

 Show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 
 

 Kneels at the feet of his friends, 

 Silently washes their feet, 

 Master who pours out himself for them. 
              

 Neighbors are rich and poor, 

 Neighbors are black and white, 

 Neighbors are near and far away.  Refrain                         
   

 These are the ones we should serve 

 These are the ones we should love, 

 All are neighbors to us and you. 
 

 Kneel at the feet of our friends, 

 Silently washing their feet, 

 This is the way we should live with you. Refrain 
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HYMN: Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult                                   (green) LBW #494 

 

We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

A Let us pray. 

 Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord,  

 and unite the wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food;  

 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 



 

 

19 

+  SENDING  + 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  Almighty God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C  Amen.  

 

SENDING HYMN: If You but Trust in God to Guide You (green) LBW #453 
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DISMISSAL 
  

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: If You but Trust in God to Guide You Michael D. Costello 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
 

The Rev. David R. Lyle, presiding minister 

Irmgard Swanson, assisting minister 

Mark Bouman, deacon 
 

The Rev. Michael D. Costello, cantor 

Sadie and Katrina Beck, soloists 
 

Al Swanson, Laney Juel, lectors 

Sam Schueler, crucifer 

Julie Modrich, Dan Lehman, gift bearers 

Richard Calhoun, Paul Koester, Deborah Stonich, Scott Street, Susan Weber, ushers 

Tina Baird, Liz Hanson, altar guild 

Neal Armstrong, Susie Calhoun, Linda Street, greeters 

Mike Starrick, Liz Hanson, livestream audio/video 
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LET US PRAY… 
 

Ann Bresnen 

Aron Bresnen 

Miriam Bretscher 

MaryBeth Buschmann 

Marilyn Busse 

Dan Cattau 

Bruce Cordes 

Yvonne Daniels 

Karen Eckstein 

Louis Elia 

Susan Franzone 

Hena Gantepalli 

Susan Hammon 

Bob Hale 

Patricia Herendeen 

Phyllis Kersten 

Judie McDonnell 

Susan Messerli 

Joe Modrich 

Bill Pullin 

Ron Rott 

Marge Sanger 

Gick Schmidt 

Linda Schwab 

Frank Senn 

Virginia Walker 

Linda Webb 

 

Coletta and Ty Ali (friends of Pat Anderson)  

Beverly Battaglia (relative of David and Susan Franzone) 

Jane and Bill Batte (friends of Deb and Tom Maxwell) 

Fran Benson (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat) 

Jack Berg (friend of Art Gustafson) 

Stan Birnbaum (friend of Sandy and David Lentz) 

Khadija Boudim (friend of Pat Anderson) 

Esteban Contreras (friend of Paul Eichwedel) 

Paul Cordes (son of Bruce Cordes) 

James Crawford (nephew of Eunice Spurgat) 

Laurel Marie D. (neighbor of Pat Anderson) 

David De Jong (brother-in-law of Mary Beth Logas) 

Will Edwards (friend of Barbara Hofmaier and David Heim) 

Patti Enslin (friend of Marilyn Heppner) 

Randy Ernst (friend of Valerie Spiller) 

Judy Firehammer (niece of Eunice Spurgat) 

Julia Friend (friend of Susan Franzone) 

Chuck Gafford (friend of Marilyn Moehlenkamp  

     and Eunice Eifert) 

Dan Gaspar (brother of Susan Hickey) 

Linda Allen Gotsch (friend of Roberta Gillespie) 

Carrie Grams (cousin of Sandy Grams) 

Elizabeth Hammon (daughter-in-law of Susan Hammon) 

Sara Heiserman (relative of Carol Prinz) 

Harry Heppner (brother-in-law of Marilyn Heppner) 

Emily Hildner (relative of Eunice Spurgat) 

Ruth M. Hughes (mother of Ruth Hughes-McElravey) 

Maureen Jordan (friend of Al Swanson) 

Suzanne Kasang (friend of Carol and Bill Ewald) 

Garrett Klein (friend of Janet Sylvester) 

Arnold Krubsack (brother of Irmgard Swanson) 

Kathryn Krubsack (niece of Irmgard Swanson) 

Elaine Kruse (sister of Margaret Kruse and Roberta Gillespie) 

Dorothy Kubala (mother of Cindy Rohlfing and Lori Marchi) 

Diane Larsen (friend of Al Swanson) 

Cordy and Mike MacDonald (friends of Jen Murtoff) 

Drake Martinez (student of Deb Maxwell) 

Kathy Maxwell (cousin of Deb and Tom Maxwell) 

Connie Melvin (cousin of Stephanie Wilkening) 

Mary Moehlenkamp (sister-in-law of Marilyn Moehlenkamp) 

Margaret Murphy (mother of John Murphy) 

Monika Nash (daughter of Verna Offermann) 

Dwight and Betty Nelson (parents of Annalise Nelson Balock) 

Gloria Nuechterlein (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat) 

John Pecoraro (cousin of Susan Hickey) 

James Powers (friend of Al Swanson) 

Susan Prather (cousin of Adrienne and Ronald Rott) 

Diane Raschal (cousin of Jennifer Staples) 

Carl Reddel (brother of Stan Reddel) 

Marianne Ruff (mother of Karen Murphy) 

Sam Schlosser (relative of Susan Scherer) 

Stacy and Mark (friends of Case and Pat Hoogendoorn) 

Nancy Stelling (friend of Pastor Phyllis Kersten) 

Chris and Sue Swanson (cousins of Al Swanson) 

Jennifer Sylvester (daughter of Janet Sylvester) 

Eleanor Teglia (granddaughter Art Gustafson) 

Chris Thannum (cousin of Chrissy Nelson) 

Gaylord Thomas (friend of Ruth and Karl Reko) 

Mary Lou Wagoner (sister-in-law of Stan Reddel) 

Tara Zinger (friend of Jennifer Staples)
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Benevolence ministries 
 

Lutheran World Relief 
 

Those serving in the armed services 
 

Kevin Buss (nephew of Christa Krout) 

Josh Espinosa (cousin of Jenny Luebbe) 

Matthew Garmatz (grandson of Margaret Garmatz) 

Zachery Grosz (great-nephew of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

John Kibler (son of April Kibler) 

Zachary Larsen (grandson of Karen and Richard McMahon) 

Joshua Nelson (son-in-law of Ted and Maja Anton) 

Miles Powell (grandson of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

Sonny Putman (nephew of Susan Franzone) 

Rusty Robb (grandnephew of Margaret Kruse/Roberta Gillespie) 

Christopher W. Sylvester (grandson of Janet Sylvester)

 

Those studying abroad 
 

Isabella Staples (The Netherlands) 
 

Those who are homebound 
 

Jayne Chilton 

Christopher Davis 

David Franzone 

Joan Koerber  

Karen McMahon 

Dave Moeller 

Carol Prinz  

Tim Sandvoss 

Kathleen Wrobel 

 

Those who need encouragement 
 

Cheryl Luchetta (friend of Joan Koerber) in Logan Correctional Center 

Prayer requests can be made through the church office. Contact Esther Armstrong (earmstrong@graceriverforest.org) to 

be included in the weekly prayers. For more private prayer concerns, please contact Kathy Lucht (kathy.lucht@gmail.com) 

to be added to the confidential prayer chain. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Electronic giving 
Your financial gifts support the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church and School.  
 

On Venmo Search for Grace Lutheran Church/School or @graceriverforest.  
 

By text Text a dollar amount to 833-471-1346. If you’re a first-time text giver, you’ll receive a 

link with instructions about how to complete your donation.  
 

Online donation Go to GraceRiverForest.org and look for Donate on the home page menu.  
 

Or use the QR code.  

7/13/25
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 7/13/25 

 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

TODAY, JULY 13 

Library Open (self-service) ................................ 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Worship – Holy Communion ................................................ 10:00 a.m. 

Grace Coffee Hour ....................................................................... 11:15 a.m. 
 

MONDAY, JULY 14 

Finance Committee (Virtual) ........................................................7:00 p.m. 
 

TUESDAY, JULY 15 

Knitting Group (Church Library) .................................................1:00 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 16 

Cantata Mailing (Conference Room) ..................................... 10:00 a.m. 

Cornerstones Fellowship (Church Library) ........................... 10:00 a.m. 

GLOW (Offsite) .................................................................................6:00 p.m. 


