Upcoming Events

Advent Supper and Worship

Friday, December 3, 10, and 17
6:00 p.m. Supper (Fellowship Hall)
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Service (Sanctuary and Online)

Christmas Caroling

Saturday, December 6, at 12:30 p.m.

Grace singers and friends will again be singing Christmas
carols in downtown Oak Park this year. We'll meet by Fleet
Feet, at the corner of Marion and North Blvd. Singers of all
ages, abilities and experience are welcome. We'll have carol
books ready for you. Sign up beforehand so that we have an
idea of how many people will be coming — or join us at the
last minute. The link to RSVP can be found on Grace Links.
Questions? Email Gwen Gotsch (gwengotsch@gmail.com).

Operation Deluge

Sunday, December 14 and January 18, at 9 a.m.
Stop by to enjoy a treat, sign a card, and send a word of
prayer or encouragement to a Grace member.

Cookie Walk

Sunday, December 14, at 11:15 a.m.
Location: Grace Gym

Bake them, take them! The Cookie Walk is back in town and
being sponsored by the Graceful Evening 2026 Committee.
We also need volunteers to bake 3-4 dozen homemade
Christmas cookies, candies and treats to donate to the cookie
walk! To sign up, visit Grace Links or let the front desk know.
Please indicate what kind of Christmas treat you will make to
avoid too many repeats. Cookie donations can be dropped off
in the warming kitchen at Grace on Saturday, December 13,
from g9 a.m. to noon or Sunday, December 14, by 9 a.m.

Take some cookies home! Come to the gym after church
on Sunday and choose your favorite cookies to take home. Fill
a box for $20. All proceeds go to the school!

Longest Night Worship

Sunday, December 21, at 7 p.m.
Location: Sanctuary

Whether it is a loss that we have experienced, a chair around
our table that now sits empty, fractured relationships, the
reminder of unfulfilled dreams, or the brokenness of the
world; this time of year can be suffocating. There can be so
much dissonance between what we feel and the cheeriness
that pervades this time of year. This service seeks to provide a
space for you to lament, cry, name your grief, pray, sing and
hope in the presence of Christ.
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Slovakia Mission Team Information Meeting

Sunday, January 11, at 9 a.m.
Location: Conference Room

The next mission trip will be July 2 - 14. If you are interested
in joining, please come to this meeting. For questions, please
contact Julie Modrich (jmodrich@graceriverforest.org).

Epiphany Brunch
Sunday, January 11, at 11:15 a.m.
Location: Fellowship Hall

Join us as we welcome the new year together and prepare our
hearts for the wonderful things God has in store in 2026.
More information will be shared in the announcements.

Health Committee Presentation

Sunday, January 18, at 11:15 a.m.
Location: Fellowship Hall

Living Faithfully, Dying Faithfully: Estate Planning as a Part
of End-of-Life Planning by Melissa De Vries

Do you wonder what estate planning entails and whether it
applies to you? (It applies to everyone!) Do you have a plan
but are wondering what may have changed since you last did
your plan? Come learn what estate planning is about, what
you should do if you don’t already have a plan, and what
happens if you don’t. Advanced directives, including Power of
Attorney, will also be discussed.

Save-the-date: Scout Brunch
Sunday, February 1, at 11:15 p.m.
Location: Fellowship Hall

More information will be share in the Jan. announcements.
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Cantata Vespers

Wednesday, December 31, at 7 p.m.
Gottlob! nun geht das Jahr zu Ende, BWV 28

Praise God! Now the year comes to an end

Our New Years Eve cantata is part of Grace's worship service.
Its five concise movements thank God for the gifts of the past
year and ask that these blessings continue in the year to
come.

Sunday, January 18, at 3:45 p.m.
Alles nur nach Gottes Willen, BWV 72
Everything according to God’s will alone

In January, our Cantata draws its themes from the biblical
account of Jesus healing a leper and describes how the
believer finds comfort in trusting that all things will
ultimately come to fulfillment in God’s gracious will.



