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Altar Flowers 

Today’s flowers are sponsored today by Lauren Wilkie in loving memory of her parents,  

Luann and Wes Wilkie. 

 

As We Gather 

Jesus has just been tempted with the promise of power over the world. Having put Satan 

to flight, Jesus instead brings God’s Kingdom into the world. The difference could not be 

more stark. The imperial oppression under which Jesus lived is neither the first nor the 

last time this world’s powers have unleashed their awful forces. Isaiah reminds us that 

similar forces were at play 700 year earlier. Such forces still rage today. Jesus rejects all 

such powers, calling us out of the shadows and into the light. The call upon our lives is 

total and complete, just as it was for his first disciples. But it is a calling of grace in which 

we are caught up into the ways of the Kingdom. In God’s Kingdom, hope and healing 

flow freely for all peoples and nations, drawing us together into the one family of God. 
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+  GATHERING  + 
 

 

PRELUDE: Partita on EBENEZER John A. Behnke  
 

We stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P God of all mercy and consolation,  

 come to the help of your people,  

 turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 

 Give us the power of your Holy Spirit  

 that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness,  

 and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination  
 

P Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us. 

 We confess that we have turned from you 

 and given ourselves into the power of sin.  

 We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  

 In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

 things we have done and things we have failed to do. 

 Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 

 so that we may live and serve you in newness of life 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

 and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. 

 In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

 Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  

 that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN: Thy Strong Word            (green) LBW #233 

Concertato by Carl F. Schalk 
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 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE: Glory to God in the Highest                                                         
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  
 

P Let us pray. 

 Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us.  

 Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness  

 that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
We sit. 
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+  WORD  + 
 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1–4 
 

There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into 

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious 

the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness —  

  on them light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 

L The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 27:1, 5–13                                                                      

      ANTIPHON: The Lord is my light and my salvation. Michael D. Costello                                    

 L  The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear?*  

   The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I | be afraid?  

 C  One thing have I asked of the Lord; one | thing I seek;*  

   that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days | of my life;  

 L  to behold the fair beauty | of the Lord*  

   and to seek him | in his temple.  

 C  For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe | in his shelter;*  

   he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling  

   and set me high up- | on a rock.  

 L  Even now he lifts | up my head*  

   above my enemies | round about me.  

 C  Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation  

   with sounds | of great gladness;*  

 I will sing and make music | to the Lord. 
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 L  Hearken to my voice, O Lord, | when I call;*  

   have mercy on me and | answer me.  

 C  You speak in my heart and say, | “Seek my face.”*  

   Your face, Lord, | will I seek.  

 L  Hide not your | face from me,*  

   nor turn away your servant | in displeasure.  

 C  You have been my helper; cast me | not away;*  

   do not forsake me, O God of  | my salvation.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10–18 
 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in 

agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 

same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, 

my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to 

Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified 

for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except 

Crispus and Gaius,15so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the 

household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did 

not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of 

Christ might not be emptied of its power. 
  18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 
 

L The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

We stand. 

GOSPEL VERSE: Matthew 4:23                                    John Ferguson 
 

 c Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 C REFRAIN (below) 

 
c Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom 

  and cured every sickness among the people.  

 C REFRAIN 

 



 

 

10 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12–23  
 

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and 

made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had 

been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
  15”Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

   on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles —  
  16the people who sat in darkness 

   have seen a great light, 

  and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

   light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  
18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 

brother, casting a net into the sea — for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I 

will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21As he went from 

there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their 

father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their 

father, and followed him. 
  23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of 

the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
We sit. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 
SERMON: Remain in Light Pastor David R. Lyle 

  Matthew 4:12–23 
 

We stand.  

HYMN OF THE DAY: Will You Come and Follow Me ELW #798 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

  and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven,  

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Each petition concludes: 

A Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

 Trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

13    C  It     is     right  to    give  our  thanks                                and   praise. 

+  MEAL  + 
 

PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

We sit. 

OFFERING/VOLUNTARY: Dearest Jesus, at Your Word, BWV 731 Johann Sebastian Bach
 

We stand as the gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY VERSE: Psalm 34:4–6  David N. Johnson   
  

I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. 

Look to him and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed. 

The poor cried, and Lord heard them, and saved them out of all their troubles. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
  

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us— 

 our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,  

 Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
        P The        Lord   be       with      you.    C And           al     -    so    with   you.  

 
     P  Lift          up            your       hearts. C We        lift them  to          the Lord.  

 
          P  Let     us      give  thanks  to  the    Lord                                 our    God.  
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P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  

 offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. 

 Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, 

 that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. 

 And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 
 
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P  Blessed are you, O holy God: you are the Life and Light of all. 

 By your powerful word you created all things. 

 Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
 

 Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 

 He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

  and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

  and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Remembering, therefore, 

  his preaching and healing, 

  his dying and rising, 

  and his promise to come again, 

  we await that day when all the universe 

  will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 
 

 By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 

  that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 

  we may be light for the world, 

  revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
 

 Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

  Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

  in your holy Church, 

  both now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,   

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen. 
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P The gifts of God for the people of God. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P Come, for all is now ready. 

 
We sit. 

AGNUS DEI                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
COMMUNION 
 

  Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes you to this meal of the baptized.  

  The crucified and risen Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper,  

  giving us his true body and blood as food and drink.  
 
 

 We receive communion at the head of the center aisle, receiving the consecrated bread  

 and then drinking directly from the chalice or dipping the bread into the wine (intinction). 
 

 

 Those choosing individual cups will find non-alcoholic wine in the center of the tray.             

Those with a gluten allergy may ask the pastor for a gluten-free host.  

 

 ANTHEM: Light Everlasting Olaf C. Christiansen 
 

   O Light everlasting, O Love never failing, 

   Illumine our darkness, and draw us to thee; 

   May we from thy spirit receive inspiration 

   That brethren together thy wisdom may see. 

   Make known to all nations thy peace and salvation 

   And help us O Father, thy temple to be. 
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 HYMN: Dearest Jesus, at Your Word (green) LBW #248 
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We stand. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

A Let us pray. 

 We give you thanks, almighty God,  

that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; 

and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us through this gift, 

in faith toward you and fervent love toward one another;  

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
+  SENDING  + 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

P  Almighty God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



19 

SENDING HYMN: O God of Light (green) LBW #237 
 

The choir sings stanza three in a harmonization by Richard Hillert. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

DISMISSAL 
 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: O God of Light Mark Sedio 

C 
C 

c 
C 
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LEADING WORSHIP TODAY 
 

The Rev. Troy E. Medlin, presiding minister 

The Rev. David R. Lyle, preaching minister 

Irmgard Swanson, assisting minister 

Rich Schubkegel, deacon 
 

The Rev. Michael D. Costello, cantor 

Grace Parish Choir, choir 
 

Eunice Eifert, Al Swanson, lectors 

Juliet Krischke, Ellie Schueler, crucifer/Book bearer 

Donna Serpico, Paula Stephens, gift bearers 

Thomas Ewert, Susan Scherer, Susan Weber,  

Lance Wilkening, Stephanie Wilkening, ushers 

Marilyn Moehlenkamp, Jane Andrew, altar guild 

James Claud, Ann Mason, Ed Mason, greeters 

Tom Swanson, Geroge Hogenson, livestream audio/video 
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LET US PRAY… 
 

Ann Bresnen 

Miriam Bretscher 

MaryBeth Buschmann 

Larry Caponigri 

Mike Carioscio 

Dan Cattau 

Yvonne Daniels 

Louis Elia 

Susan Franzone 

Susan Hammon 

Bob Hale 

Phyllis Kersten 

Karen Kress 

Mary Beth Logas 

Mark Lucht 

Joe Modrich 

Katarina Modrich 

Dave Moeller 

Mike Rollheiser 

Steve Roskam 

Ron Rott 

Marge Sanger 

Harrison Schedler 

Gick Schmidt 

Linda Schwab 

Bonnie Shaner 

Rhea Sprecher 

Virginia Walker

 

Coletta and Ty Ali (friends of Pat Anderson)  

Anne Bartoc (relative of John and Harriet Roberts) 

Fran Benson (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat) 

Jack Berg (friend of Art Gustafson) 

Karen Berglund (friend of Carol Stanger) 

Stan Birnbaum (friend of Sandy and David Lentz) 

Khadija Boudim (friend of Pat Anderson) 

Russ Bradley (son-in-law of Robert and Bonnie Shaner) 

Lois Cornils (friend of many at Grace) 

James Crawford (nephew of Eunice Spurgat) 

Laurel Marie D. (neighbor of Pat Anderson) 

David De Jong (brother-in-law of Mary Beth Logas) 

Patti Enslin (friend of Marilyn Heppner) 

Randy Ernst (friend of Valerie Spiller) 

Julia Friend (friend of Susan Franzone) 

Barbara Gehring (mother of Stephanie Wilkening) 

Linda Allen Gotsch (friend of Roberta Gillespie) 

Peter H. (friend of Barbara Hofmaier and David Heim) 

Erma Jean Haas (grandmother of Hannah Langhoff) 

Elizabeth Hammon (daughter-in-law of Susan Hammon) 

Joe Hammon (husband of Susan Hammon) 

Sara Heiserman (relative of Carol Prinz) 

Charlene Helmer (sister of Carol Stanger) 

Harry Heppner (brother-in-law of Marilyn Heppner) 

Jerry Herbick (friend of Joe and Eileen Maggio) 

Jose Hernandez (friend of Paul Eichwedel) 

Ruth M. Hughes (mother of Ruth Hughes-McElravey) 

Maureen Jordan (friend of Al Swanson) 

Garrett Klein (friend of Janet Sylvester) 

Elizabeth Kottle (friend of Bonnie and Bob Shaner) 

Arnold Krubsack (brother of Irmgard Swanson) 

Kathryn Krubsack (niece of Irmgard Swanson) 

Diane Larsen (friend of Al Swanson) 

Christine Larson (mother-in-law of Jennifer Staples) 

Bill Lowry (friend of Bonnie and Bob Shaner) 

Sarah Marohl (friend of Bob and Bonnie Shaner and Art 

Gustafson) 

Lauren Marshall (friend of Carol Ewald) 

Drake Martinez (student of Deb Maxwell) 

John McGinness (cousin of Cathy Schnittker) 

Connie Melvin (cousin of Stephanie Wilkening) 

Lavonne Millard (sister of Irmgard Swanson) 

Linda Muraski (relative of John and Carol Stanger) 

Monika Nash (daughter of Verna Offermann) 

Dwight and Betty Nelson (parents of Annalise Nelson Balock) 

Karen Nelson (niece of Eunice Spurgat) 

Gloria Nuechterlein (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat) 

James Powers (friend of Al Swanson) 

Susan Prather (cousin of Adrienne and Ronald Rott) 

Diane Raschal (cousin of Jennifer Staples) 

Leona Riley (friend of Paul Eichwedel) 

Daniel Roberts (son of John and Harriet Roberts) 

Debra Samuelson (friend of John and Harriet Roberts) 

Stacy and Mark (friends of Case and Pat Hoogendoorn) 

Nancy Stelling (friend of Pastor Phyllis Kersten) 

Randy Stueve (friend of Lance Wilkening) 

Jennifer Sylvester (daughter of Janet Sylvester) 

Eleanor Teglia (granddaughter of Art Gustafson) 

Chris Thannum (cousin of Chrissy Nelson) 

Gaylord Thomas (friend of Ruth and Karl Reko) 

Al Toepfer (friend of Larry and Carolyn Garber) 

Mary Lou Wagoner (sister-in-law of Stan Reddel) 

Bob Weaver (husband of Gretchen Weaver) 

Linda West (relative of John and Carol Stanger) 

Dave Wick (friend of Jennifer Staples) 

Michael Wilson (friend of Larry and Carolyn Garber) 

Tara Zinger (friend of Jennifer Staples)

 

 



 

Benevolence ministries 
 

Cabrini Aid Legal Aid Clinic 
 

For those who mourn 
 

Mary Scribner (friend of Susan Hickey) 
 

Those serving in the armed services 
 

Kevin Buss (nephew of Christa Krout) 

Josh Espinosa (cousin of Jenny Luebbe) 

Matthew Garmatz (grandson of Margaret Garmatz) 

Zachery Grosz (great-nephew of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

Zachary Larsen (grandson of Karen and Richard McMahon) 

Joshua Nelson (son-in-law of Ted and Maja Anton) 

Miles Powell (grandson of Bob and Bonnie Shaner) 

Sonny Putman (nephew of Susan Franzone) 

Rusty Robb (grandnephew of Margaret Kruse/Roberta Gillespie) 

Christopher W. Sylvester (grandson of Janet Sylvester)
 

Those studying abroad 
Isabella Staples (The Netherlands) 
 

Those who are homebound 
 

Jayne Chilton 

Bruce Cordes 

Christopher Davis 

David Franzone  

Patricia Herendeen 

Joan Koerber  

Karen McMahon 

Susan Messerli 

Dave Moeller 

Carol Prinz  

Tim Sandvoss 

Kathleen Wrobel 
 

Those who need encouragement 
 

Cheryl Luchetta (friend of Joan Koerber) in Logan Correctional Center 

 

Prayer requests can be made through the church office. Contact Esther Armstrong (earmstrong@graceriverforest.org) to 

be included in the weekly prayers. For more private prayer concerns, please contact Kathy Lucht (kathy.lucht@gmail.com) 

to be added to the confidential prayer chain. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Electronic giving 
Your financial gifts support the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church and School.  
 

On Venmo Search for Grace Lutheran Church/School or @graceriverforest.   
 

By text Text a dollar amount to 833-471-1346. I you’re a first-time giver, you’ll receive a link with 

instructions about how to complete your donation. 
 

Online donation Go to GraceRiverForest.org and look for Donate on the home page menu.  

Or use the QR code. 
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1/25/26 

THIS WEEK AT GRACE 
 

TODAY, JANUARY 25 

Library Open (self-service) ................................. 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Sunday School, PK-SK (Nursery) ................................................ 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School, Grades 1-6 (3rd Floor Commons) ................ 9:00 a.m. 

Confirmation, Grades 7-8 (Youth Center) ............................... 9:00 a.m. 

Adult Education (Seminar Room) .............................................. 9:00 a.m. 

Worship – Holy Communion ................................................. 10:00 a.m. 

Meeting of the Congregation (Fellowship Hall) ................. 11:15 a.m. 

Mentor Sunday (Fellowship Hall/Youth Center) ................. 11:15 a.m. 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 26 

Stephen Ministry Meeting (Church Library) ........................... 5:00 p.m. 

Dads of Grace (Youth Center)..................................................... 7:30 p.m. 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27 

Board of Spiritual Life (Conference Room) ............................ 7:00 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28 

School Chapel Service ................................................................ 8:25 a.m. 

Cornerstones (Church Library) ................................................. 10:00 a.m. 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Bell Room) .................................... 6:15 p.m. 

Parish Choir Rehearsal (Music Room) ...................................... 7:30 p.m. 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29 

Grace Notes Mailing Crew (Church Library) .......................... 9:30 a.m. 

Grief Share (Conference Room) ............................................... 10:00 a.m. 

Yoga (Fellowship Hall)................................................................... 6:30 p.m. 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30 

Bible Exploration, Grades 5-6 (Fellowship Hall) .................... 6:00 p.m. 
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Online donation Go to GraceRiverForest.org and look for Donate on the home page menu. Or use the QR code.  
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