Welcome to

Grace Lutheran
Church and School

Called by Christ, we grow in grace,

live with love, and go to serve.

Visitors

Welcome! We are glad you are here.

Read more about worship on the inside
cover of this worship folder.

Fill out the form on the back cover to tell us
more about you.

Learn More

Today's insert contains announcements
about ministries of Grace Church and School.

Learn more about Grace by visiting us online
at graceriverforest.org.

Worship at Grace

The service is printed in this worship folder.

Hymns are ordinarily in the green LBW and
blue WOV hymnals.

Information is printed on the next page about
additional resources for worship.
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Welcome to Grace

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ as we
gather to hear God's holy Word and celebrate
the meal of Holy Communion. We are blessed
by your presence, just as you are. As God
welcomes all people through the saving
grace of Jesus, so do we seek to welcome
God's people of all races, social statuses,
physical and mental abilities, sexual
orientations, and gender identities to be
together in Christ—to grow in grace, live with
love, and go to serve. Should you have no
church home, you are invited to consider
Grace. We encourage you to fill out the page
on the back of the bulletin and place it in the
offering plate.

Children’s Resources

Activity bags, worship bulletins, and booster
seats are available in the narthex and from
the ushers.

Nursery Care

The nursery is open and staffed at most
worship services for children ages 4 and
under. The nursery is located across from
Fellowship Hall. From the atrium, go through
the Lamb Door by the elevator, up half a
flight of stairs and turn right. From the
sanctuary, go through the door by the stone
baptismal font, up the stairs and turn left.
A silent paging system allows the nursery
staff to contact parents when needed.

Holy Communion

The crucified and risen Christ is present in the
bread and wine of Communion, giving his
true body and blood as food and drink. All
baptized Christians are invited to the table
where Christ himself is host. If you desire to
be baptized, or to learn more about Holy
Baptism, please speak to one of the pastors.

Assistance in Worship

For those who find it difficult to stand during
any part of the service, please feel free to
remain seated. Contact an usher if you would
like Holy Communion to be brought to you.
Sound enhancement units are available in the
back of the church. Large print bulletins are
available from the ushers in the back of the
church and at the Division Street door.

Electronic Devices
Please silence all cell phones and other
electronic devices during worship. Thank you.

Grace Council Statement on Racism
Racism, manifested in individual acts and
present throughout systems, continues to
prevent us from being the beloved commu-
nity that God intends. Our faith in the
crucified and risen Christ compels us to
speak. We speak against the sin of racism. We
speak in solidarity with Black people and all
people of color, each of whom is precious to
God. We stand with and for Black people
within our church and school and in the
larger community.

We commit ourselves to following Jesus
Christ into the world in the hope that, by the
Spirit's power, God's Kingdom would come
on earth as it is in heaven. We look with hope
and anticipation to a season of growth and
change as Grace becomes a more faithful
witness to God's wide welcome in Christ. We
see this as the beginning, not the end, of the
conversation. We pray for the Holy Spirit to
guide us, and for the courage to follow.



Altar Flowers
Flowers may be sponsored to celebrate a special occasion or to honor the memory of a
loved one. Please see the front desk for details.

As We Gather

Jesus continues his agricultural motif today, with the Sower showing up again in a
parable. Whereas last week the issue was with the quality of the soil, today the problem
arises due to a competitor. An enemy is at work in the field. What once promised to be
endless waves of grain is instead infested with weeds. What should be done? Should
laborers be sent in to pull up the weeds? Should crop dusters be deployed to douse the
field with herbicides? Surely this evil must be dealt with! No, Jesus says; let it be. We
wonder why such evil would be left to grow in the world. We cry out with creation for
redemption. And redemption will come. But Jesus urges us not to be too quick to uproot
that which offends us. Jesus knows that we are just as likely to pull up wheat as weeds.
Instead, we are called to look in faith to Jesus. He will deal with it when the time comes,
curing this world of its evil madness. God will even go so far as to forgive us. Our task in
the meantime is to keep growing. Yes, there are weeds among the wheat. Our call is to
be wheat among the weeds.




- GATHERING -+

PRELUDE: Song for the Lonely William Grant Still
Arranged by Alexa Still

We face the cross in procession.

ENTRANCE HYMN: O Holy Spirit, Enter In (green) LBW #459
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giv-en o - ver-flow-ing, gift of gifts be - yond all know - ing.
to - ken you are near us, whom we trust to light and cheer us.
pow-er Christ con-fess-ing, we will cher - ish all your bless - ing.

Text: Michael Schirmer, 1606-1673; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.
Music: WIE SCHON LEUCHTET, Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608



APOSTOLIC GREETING

Pl The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE:
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Sal- va- tion be-longs to our God and to Christ the Lamb for-ev-er and ev - er.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
Faithful God, most merciful judge,
you care for your children with firmness and compassion.
By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom,
that we may be rooted in the way of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
We sit.

+ WORD -+

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
| am the first and | am the last;
besides me there is no god.
"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8Do not fear, or be afraid;
have | not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; | know not one.

(L) The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




PSALM 86:11-17

ANTIPHON: How great is your love for me, O Lord.

LJ Teach me your way, O Lord, and | will walk | in your truth;*
knit my heart to you that | may | fear your name.

I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart,*
and glorify your name for- | evermore.

L) For great is your | love toward me;*
you have delivered me from the neth- | ermost pit.

The arrogant rise up against me, O God,

and a band of violent men | seeks my life;*

they have not set you be- | fore their eyes.

But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion,*
slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth.

Turn to me and have mer- | cy upon me;*
give your strength to your servant;
and save the child | of your handmaid.

Show me a sign of your favor,
so that those who hate me may see it and | be ashamed;*
because you, O Lord, have helped me and com- | forted me.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25

L)

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh — "3for
if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. "For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. "*For you did not
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we
cry, "Abba! Father!” "6t is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, "and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ — if, in fact, we suffer with
him so that we may also be glorified with him.

'8| consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to us. "For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God; %°for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the
one who subjected it, in hope ?'that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay
and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 2?We know that the whole creation
has been groaning in labor pains until now;?3and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have
the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. ?*For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is
seen? 2°But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Blaine Willhoft



We stand.
GOSPEL VERSE: Isaiah 55:11 Paul D. Weber

The soloist introduces the refrain below, we join in singing before and after the verse.
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

L) My word shall accomplish that which | purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.
REFRAIN

HoLy GOsPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

P

P

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone
who sowed good seed in his field; 2>but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 2He answered, ‘An enemy has done
this. The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 2°But he replied, ‘No; for in
gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 3°Let both of them grow together
until the harvest; and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”

36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 3’He answered, “The one who sows the good seed
is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds
are the children of the evil one, 3°and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of
the age, and the reapers are angels. 4°Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it
be at the end of the age. 'The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom
all causes of sin and all evildoers, “?and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth. *Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit.
SERMON: In The Weeds Pastor David R. Lyle

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43; Romans 8:12-25



We stand.

HYMN: The Reign of God, Like Farmer's Field

o

ACS #952

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Music: DUNLAP’S CREEK, Samuel McFarland, fl. 1816; arr. With One Voice, 1995
Text © 1995, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Arr. © 1995 Augsburg Fortress
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM (page 121 jn the front of the green LBW)

Colin William Blashill

After the spoken welcome, we sing the following response:

0|
g [l i 2 I
0] | [=]
ANV L2
D)

. z - o o —
By grace God has
N | | | ;
|0 | | | | ) | |
S o & o, oo
S o—7—e ! — ® B
joined you to Christ through this wa-ter, that now we
| l . . | . l | .
5% — I I —— ' f
9 | = P~ — P — r ™ —!
share a new life. Bap - tized, we re - joice with you;
O P—) f ] f I ;
G
ANV ] 1 1 ‘[ 1 1 A (’i ‘ le
)] ' ! |
claimed by God, wel-come you in - to the bod-y  of Christ.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition concludes:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

Pl Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
Trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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+ MEAL -+

PEACE OF CHRIST

P/ The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We greet one another in the name of the Lord.

We sit
OFFERING/VOLUNTARY: If You Should Go William Grant Still
Edited by Alexa Still

We stand as the gifts are presented.

OFFERTORY CANTICLE
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.
Who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

®

P The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

P Come, for all is now ready

We sit.
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COMMUNION

Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes you to this meal of the baptized.
The crucified and risen Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper,
giving us his true body and blood as food and drink.

We receive communion at the head of the center aisle, receiving the consecrated bread
and then drinking directly from the chalice or dipping the bread into the wine (intinction).

Those choosing individual cups will find non-alcoholic wine in the center of the tray.
Those with a gluten allergy may ask the pastor for a gluten-free host.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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(green) LBW #315
Setting by Blaine Willhoft
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Text: Charles Wesley, 17071788
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887



We stand.

PoST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

> @

Let us pray.

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

- SENDING -+

BENEDICTION

P Almighty God: Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

17



SENDING HYMN: Praise and Thanksgiving (green) LBW #409
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neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow -ing or till - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to share one with an-oth - er, so that, re -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
0 |
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly  bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

DiISMISSAL

Al Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PosTLUDE: Chorale Prelude on WIE SCHON LEUCHTET
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LEADING WORSHIP TODAY

The Rev. Troy E. Medlin, presiding minister
The Rev. David R. Lyle, preaching minister
Christine Nelson, assisting minister
Rich Schubkegel, deacon

The Rev. Michael D. Costello, cantor
Blaine Willhoft, soloist/hornist

Paul Nelson, Elsa Berg, lectors
Annelise Walsh, crucifer/book bearer
Leanne Cribbs, Donna Serpico, gift bearers
Richard Calhoun, Eliza Grahnke, Tom Maxwell,

Mary Rasmusson, Susan Scherer, ushers
Marilyn Moehlehkamp, Donna Serpico, altar guild
Susie Calhoun, Scott Street, Allison Tan, greeters

Eunice Eifert, Al Swanson, audio/video
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LET US PRAY...

Anne-Marie Bogdan
Ann Bresnen

Karin Danganan
Yvonne Daniels

Miriam Bretscher Louis Elia

Keith Bullock Susan Franzone
Bob Burke Taylor-Imani Gates
MaryBeth Buschmann Susan Hammon
Larry Caponigri Bob Hale

Dan Cattau Rachel Hindery

Coletta and Ty Ali (friends of Pat Anderson)

Kim Aponte (friend of Eunice Spurgat)

Anne Bartoc (relative of John and Harriet Roberts)
Fran Benson (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat)

Jack Berg (friend of Art Gustafson)

Stan Birnbaum (friend of Sandy and David Lentz)
Leila Burnett (friend of the Maggio family)

Kim Collins (daughter of Laura and Kevin Clauss)
Constance Contursi (friend of Jennifer Staples)
Rodney Dale (partner of Renee Theiss)

Anne Dana (friend of Susan Messerl;)

David De Jong (brother-in-law of Mary Beth Logas)
Rebecca Dickinson (friend of Art Gustafson)

Patti Enslin (friend of Marilyn Heppner)

Nancy Epp (sister of Pat Anderson)

Randy Ernst (friend of Valerie Spiller)

Dawn Frase (friend of Bill and Ellen Pullin)

Julia Friend (friend of Susan Franzone)

Linda Allen Gotsch (friend of Roberta Gillespie)
Marlene Groll (friend of Ruth and Karl Reko)

Peter H. (friend of Barbara Hofmaier and David Heim)
Erma Jean Haas (grandmother of Hannah Langhof?)
Joe Hammon (husband of Susan Hammon)

Jory Hennelly (grandadaughter of Bruce Cordes)
Harry Heppner (brother-in-law of Marilyn Heppner)
Natiara Jackson (friend of Paul Eichwedel)

Kristen Jacobucci (cousin of Cathy Schnittker)
Josephine Jamin (sister of Nell Hernandez)
Maureen Jordan (friend of Al Swanson)

Kathy Kersten (sister-in-law of Phyllis Kersten)

Jim Kirschenmann (uncle of Renee Theiss)
Elizabeth Kottle (friend of Bonnie and Bob Shaner)
Arnold Krubsack (brother of Irmgard Swanson)
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Phyllis Kersten Stan Reddel
David Kluge Ron Rott
Karen Kress Linda Schwab
Mark Lucht David Simpson
Chris Lueking Eunice Spurgat
Joe Modrich John Stanger
Katarina Modrich Virginia Walker
Carol Prinz

Kathryn Krubsack (niece of Irmgard Swanson)

Diane Larsen (friend of Al Swanson)

Christyne Lettermann (friend of many at Grace)

Bill Lowry (friend of Bonnie and Bob Shaner)

Lauren Marshall (friend of Carol Ewald)

Molly McNerny-MacGowan (friend of Marilyn Heppner)
Connie Melvin (cousin of Stephanie Wilkening)
Lavonne Millard (sister of Irmgard Swanson)

Jim Miller (friend of Bill and Ellen Pullin)

Monika Nash (daughter of Verna Offermann)
Dwight and Betty Nelson (parents of Annalise Nelson Balock)
Gloria Nuechterlein (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat)
Rick Overholt (friend of JR Reynolds)

Rosie Parker (mother of Cameron Parker)

James Powers (friend of Al Swanson)

Diane Raschal (cousin of Jennifer Staples)

Kitty Rose (friend of Carolyn Garber)

Scott Saxsma (friend of Laura Merwin)

Besnik Shembitrasi (friend of many at Grace)

Rachel Spahn (daughter of Philip Spahn)

Stacy and Mark (friend’s of Case and Pat Hoogendoorn)
Nancy Stelling (friend of Pastor Phyllis Kersten)
Adam Stopeck (brother-in-law of Janel Dennen)
Jennifer Sylvester (daughter of Janet Sylvester)
Gaylord Thomas (friend of Ruth and Karl Reko)

Al Toepfer (friend of Larry and Carolyn Garber)
Mary Lou Wagoner (sister-in-law of Stan Reddel)
Bob Weaver (husband of Gretchen Weaver)

Dave Wick (friend of Jennifer Staples)

Michael Wilson (friend of Larry and Carolyn Garber)
Tara Zinger (friend of Jennifer Staples)



Benevolence ministries
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) Benevolence Ministries

In thanksgiving for
The baptism of Colin William Blashill (son of Nick and Casey Blashil|)
The 63rd wedding anniversary of Judy and Marv Bartell

For those who mourn
George Wiederaenders (brother of Ruth Reko)

Those serving in the armed services

Kevin Buss (nephew of Christa Krout) Miles Powell (grandson of Bob and Bonnie Shaner)
Josh Espinosa (cousin of Jenny Luebbe) Sonny Putman (nephew of Susan Franzone)
Matthew Garmatz (grandson of Margaret Garmatz) Rusty Robb (grandnephew of Margaret Kruse/Roberta Gillespie)

Zachery Grosz (great-nephew of Bob and Bonnie Shaner)  Christopher W. Sylvester (grandson of Janet Sylvester)
Joshua Nelson (son-in-law of Ted and Maja Anton)

Those studying abroad
Isabella Staples (The Netherlands)

Those who are homebound

Jayne Chilton David Franzone Susan Messerli Tim Sandvoss
Bruce Cordes Patricia Herendeen Dave Moeller Gick Schmidt
Christopher Davis Karen McMahon Carol Prinz Kathleen Wrobel

Prayer requests can be made through the church office. Contact Esther Armstrong (earmstrong@graceriverforest.org) to
be included in the weekly prayers. For more private prayer concerns, please contact Kathy Lucht (kathy.lucht@gmail.com)
to be added to the confidential prayer chain.

Electronic giving
Your financial gifts support the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church and School.

On Venmo Search for Grace Lutheran Church/School or @graceriverforest.

By text Text a dollar amount to 833-471-1346. If you're a first-time text giver, you'll receive a
link with instructions about how to complete your donation.

Online donation Go to GraceRiverForest.org and look for Donate on the home page menu. Or
use the QR code.
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE

TODAY, JULY 19

Worship — Holy Communion 10:00 a.m.
Summer Coffee Hour (Atrium) 11:15 a.m.
TUESDAY, JULY 21

Breakfast Group (Church Library) 10:15 a.m.
Knitting Group (Church Library) 1:00 p.m.
THURSDAY, JULY 23

Library Work Day (Church Library) 1:00 p.m.
FRIDAY, JULY 24

(Building Closed at Noon)

SATURDAY, JULY 25

Benevolence Committee (Conference Room)..............c....... 9:00 a.m.
Men of Grace (Youth Center) 9:00 a.m.

7/19/26



Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church

We are glad that you are worshipping with us!
If you are visiting us for the first time or E !
would like to learn more about Grace, '
please complete this form, detach, and  EX
place it in the offering plate. If you
prefer a digital form, you can scan the
QR code instead.

Name(s)

E-mail Address

Mailing Address

City/State/Zip

Phone Number

Check all that apply:

___lam visiting Grace for the first time.

__lwould like to know more about Grace Church.

___lam interested in a path toward membership.

___lwould like to know more about Grace School.

___lwould like to receive Grace’s weekly e-mail.

___lwould like one of the pastors to contact me
via (checkone) __ Phone or __ E-mail

GRACE 7300 Division Street

River Forest, lllinois 60305

LUSEHERAN iz
CHURCH - '

www.graceriverforestorg

& SC H OO L gracechurch@graceriverforest.org

Called by Christ, we grow in grace, live with love, and go to serve.

David R. Lyle, Senior Pastor

Troy E. Medlin, Associate Pastor

Michael D. Costello, Cantor

Taylor-Imani Gates, Principal

Julie Modrich, Ministry Engagement Manager
Amanda Smith, Communications Manager

Jim McClanahan, Director of Administration & Finance
David Pfeiffer, Facilities Manager

José Meza, Technology Manager



