Welcome to

Grace Lutheran
Church and School

Called by Christ, we grow in grace,

live with love, and go to serve.

Visitors

Welcome! We are glad you are here.

Read more about worship on the inside
cover of this worship folder.

Fill out the form on the back cover to tell us
more about you.

Learn More

Today's insert contains announcements
about ministries of Grace Church and School.

Learn more about Grace by visiting us online
at graceriverforest.org.

Worship at Grace

The service is printed in this worship folder.

Hymns are ordinarily in the green LBW and
blue WOV hymnals.

Information is printed on the next page about
additional resources for worship.

The Holy Communion

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
October 11, 2026

10:00 a.m.




Welcome to Grace

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ as we
gather to hear God's holy Word and celebrate
the meal of Holy Communion. We are blessed
by your presence, just as you are. As God
welcomes all people through the saving
grace of Jesus, so do we seek to welcome
God's people of all races, social statuses,
physical and mental abilities, sexual
orientations, and gender identities to be
together in Christ—to grow in grace, live with
love, and go to serve. Should you have no
church home, you are invited to consider
Grace. We encourage you to fill out the page
on the back of the bulletin and place it in the
offering plate.

Children’s Resources

Activity bags, worship bulletins, and booster
seats are available in the narthex and from
the ushers.

Nursery Care

The nursery is open and staffed at most
worship services for children ages 4 and
under. The nursery is located across from
Fellowship Hall. From the atrium, go through
the Lamb Door by the elevator, up half a
flight of stairs and turn right. From the
sanctuary, go through the door by the stone
baptismal font, up the stairs and turn left.
A silent paging system allows the nursery
staff to contact parents when needed.

Holy Communion

The crucified and risen Christ is present in the
bread and wine of Communion, giving his
true body and blood as food and drink. All
baptized Christians are invited to the table
where Christ himself is host. If you desire to
be baptized, or to learn more about Holy
Baptism, please speak to one of the pastors.

Assistance in Worship

For those who find it difficult to stand during
any part of the service, please feel free to
remain seated. Contact an usher if you would
like Holy Communion to be brought to you.
Sound enhancement units are available in the
back of the church. Large print bulletins are
available from the ushers in the back of the
church and at the Division Street door.

Electronic Devices
Please silence all cell phones and other
electronic devices during worship. Thank you.

Grace Council Statement on Racism
Racism, manifested in individual acts and
present throughout systems, continues to
prevent us from being the beloved commu-
nity that God intends. Our faith in the
crucified and risen Christ compels us to
speak. We speak against the sin of racism. We
speak in solidarity with Black people and all
people of color, each of whom is precious to
God. We stand with and for Black people
within our church and school and in the
larger community.

We commit ourselves to following Jesus
Christ into the world in the hope that, by the
Spirit's power, God’s Kingdom would come
on earth as it is in heaven. We look with hope
and anticipation to a season of growth and
change as Grace becomes a more faithful
witness to God's wide welcome in Christ. We
see this as the beginning, not the end, of the
conversation. We pray for the Holy Spirit to
guide us, and for the courage to follow.



Altar Flowers
Today's flowers are sponsored by Tom and Deb Maxwell in celebration of their 35™
wedding anniversary.

As We Gather

Any banquet has insiders and outsiders. Our best efforts at creating a table for all come
up short. That is just the way things work in our world marked by sin and death, division
and conflict, borders and boundaries, enemies and friends. Someone has to manage the
guest list. Even the vision in Isaiah is complicated by the surrounding verses left out of the
lectionary where we find out the feast is happening at the same time others are being
trampled on. In Psalm 23 we eat in the presence of our enemies. They watch while we
enjoy. In Matthew, things go sideways fast. Our scene ends with someone not following
the dress code thrown out of the wedding. Bound and thrown into outer darkness. How's
that for escalation? Yet- who is that if not Jesus. The one who always comes to us from the
outside. Despised. Rejected. Forsaken. Alongside the ones thrown out or not invited at all.
He is the only one who can carry us into a new creation where surprises abound, and there
is enough for all those who are weary and hungry. Including you and me.




-+ GATHERING -+

PRELUDE: Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness, BWV 654 Johann Sebastian Bach

We stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

P

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

(P
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Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us

and, for his sake, God forgives us all our sins.

As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority,
| therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,

in the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN: Now We Join in Celebration (green) LBW #203
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Now we join in cel - e -bra-tion at our Sav-ior's in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-ly rap - ture!
Lord, we share in this com-mu - nion as one fam-’ly of God’s chil - dren,
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dressed no more in  spir-it som-ber, clothed in-stead in  joy and won - der;
For  thisbread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess-ing
rec - on-ciled through you, our broth-er, one  in you with God our Fa - ther.
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for the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen-dence,
of your lov-ingdeed on Cal - vry, of yourliv - ing self, our vic - try,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers, serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
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stoops a - gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life to feed us.
pledge of  your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav’'n-ly glad - ness.
seek - ing  jus-tice, love,and mer - cy till you come in fi - nal glo - ry.
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Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-1990

Music: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 5
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

Pl The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE:
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his peo- ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:

|r——

'aa” Ji P [ J Ji ‘ | | | ‘/ 1§ P
| I |
o i & 4

We wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo- ry.
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Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa- ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa- ther; re- ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a- lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
P} Let us pray.
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples
and poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet.
Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure,
and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
We sit.

+ WORD -+

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9

O LORD, you are my God;
I will exalt you, | will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
2For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
4For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
>the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.
60n this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
7And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever.
8Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken.



%It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

L) The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsAaLm 23 Aniello Barone
ANTIPHON: You spread a table before me; my cup is running over.

L The Lord | is my shepherd;*
| shall not | be in want.
He makes me lie down | in green pastures*
and leads me be- | side still waters.
L He re- | vives my soul*
and guides me along right pathways | for his name's sake.
Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall | fear no evil;*
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
L You spread a table before me in the presence of those who | trouble me;*
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,*
and | will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever.

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9

My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this
way, my beloved.
2| urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and | ask you also,
my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the
gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. °Let your gentleness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near. 8Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. °’Keep on doing the things that you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
L The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



We stand.
GOSPEL VERSE: Isaiah 25:9 Carl F. Schalk
We join in singing:

Alleluia.
REFRAIN (below)

I

Al - le - lu - 1a!

E

Al - le - lu = ia.
[Choil  This is the Lord for whom we have waited:;

let us be glad and rejoice in God's salvation. Alleluia.
REFRAIN

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14

P)

P

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: >The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to
the wedding banquet, but they would not come. “Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who
have been invited: Look, | have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered,
and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.' >But they made light of it and went away, one
to his farm, another to his business, éwhile the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them.
"The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he
said to his slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. °Go therefore into the main
streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.' "°Those slaves went out into the streets
and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

"But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a
wedding robe, ?and he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?' And he
was speechless. 1*Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' "*For many are called, but few are
chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

We sit



CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON: The Wedding That Went Sideways Fast

Pastor Troy E. Medlin

Matthew 22:1-14; Psalm 23; Matthew 22:1-14

We stand.
HYMN: At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

(green) LBW #210

Stanza five is sung by the choir in a setting by Paul D. Weber.
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1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing praise  to
2 Praise we him, whose love di - vine gives  his
3 Where the pas - chal blood is poured death’s dread
4 Praise we  Christ, whose  blood was shed, pas - chal
N& ; ; ; . . ‘
VA I | | I 2 i I f I | I : E
I% ﬁ i ' i | | I
S | o——3 2
our vic - to - rious king, who has washed us In  the tide
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flow - ing from his pierc - ed side. Al - le - lu - ial
Christ  the vic - tim, Christ the priest. Al - le - lu - ia!
through the wave that drowns the foe. Al - le - lu - ial
cat we man - na from a - bove. Al - le - Iu - ia!
(Choi 5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!

hell’s fierce pow 'rs beneath you lie;
you have conquered in the [ight,
you have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

Now no more can death appall,
now no more the grave enthrall;
you have opened paradise,

and your saints in you shall rise.
Alleluia!

Text: office hymn, 17th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-1868, alt.

This alone can sin destroy;

from sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
newborn souls in you to be.
Alleluia!

8 Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, your name we praise.
Alleluia!

Music: SONNE DER GERECHTIGKEIT, Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566
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APOSTLES’ CREED
Pl Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

We stand.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Each petition concludes:

A Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
Trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



+ MEAL +

PEACE OF CHRIST
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
We greet one another in the name of the Lord.

We sit
OFFERING/VOLUNTARY: At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing David Schack
OFFERTORY VERSE: | John 2:1-2 Donald Busarow

If any one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous,
and he is the expiation for our sins, and not for our sins only

but also for the sins of the whole world.

See what love the Father has given us,

that we should be called the children of God: and so we are.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.
Who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.

You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his life given for us
and his rising from the grave,
we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,
and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Come, for all is now ready

We sit
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mer-cy on us.

Lamb of God, you take a- way
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on us.
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peace.




COMMUNION
Our Lord Jesus Christ welcomes you to this meal of the baptized.
The crucified and risen Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper,
giving us his true body and blood as food and drink.

We receive communion at the head of the center aisle, receiving the consecrated bread
and then drinking directly from the chalice or dipping the bread into the wine (intinction).

Those choosing individual cups will find non-alcoholic wine in the center of the tray.
Those with a gluten allergy may ask the pastor for a gluten-free host.

Music FOR THE COMMUNION

ANTHEM: On This Mountain Michael D. Costello

On this mountain

the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food,

a feast of well-aged wines,

of rich food filled with marrow,

of well-aged wines strained clear.

And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death forever.

Then the LORD God

will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people

he will take away from all the earth;
for the Lord has spoken.

Isaiah 15:6-8
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HYMN: Come, Let Us Eat

(green) LBW #214
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1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread,
2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured,
3 In.... his pres - ence now we meet and rest,
4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might -y word,
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come, let us eat, for now the feast 1is spread.
come, let us drink, for now the wine is  poured.
in .... his pres - ence now we  meet and  rest.
rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might -y word.
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Our Lord’s bod -y let us take to - geth - er,
Je - sus’ blood poured let us drink to - geth - er,
In the pres - ence of our Lord we  gath - er,
Je - sus ris - en will bring in the king - dom,
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our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth - er
Je - sus’ blood poured let wus drink to - geth - er
in the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - er.
Je - sus ris - en will bring in the king - dom.

Text: Billema Kwillia, b. c. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan, b. 1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.

Music: A VA DE, Billema Kwillia, b. ¢. 1925; adapt. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978

Sts. 1-3 text and tune © Lutheran World Federation
St. 4 text and adapt. © 1972 Contemporary Worship 4, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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HYMN: As We Gather at Your Table ELW #522
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Tumour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know,O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be  stirred.

send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry ftill we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no mote will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - t'ry known.
may we still  be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as  we join with saintsand an-gels to re-peat the sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Ir., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boererlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

We stand.
PoST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Let us pray.

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



BENEDICTION

+ SENDING -+

P Almighty God: Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN: Come, Share the Spirit
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1 Come, share the Spir - it, Christ has called us to
2 Come, drown your sins be - neath the wa - ters where
3 Come, let us tell the Gos - pel sto - Ty, how
4 Come, God in - vites us to the ban - quet which
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un - told wven - tures in a life of faith, to
life is  flow - ing from the gra - nite rock, the
God in  Christ has  giv - en us new birth and
ev - ty peo - ple will rise up o share, with
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bring good tid - ings to the need - v, and
stone from which our Lord has ris - en, our
rais - es us to live for oth - ers, to
shouts of joy and  loud thanks - giv - ing be -
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tell of Jle - sus' vie - try o - ver death.
on - ly cor - ner - stone and build - ing block.
speak good news through - out the  whole wide earth.
fore God's throne of light we will ap - pear.
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Christ  speaks, and all of life is new, God's word  is
Christ  speaks and rais - es from the dead all  those who
Christ  speaks, and life is come a - gain; it is  good
Christ  speaks and bids us sit and dine his  bod - vy,
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pure and it is true.
hear the liv - ing word.
news for ev - Ty one.
bread, his blood, the wine,
Text: 1986 Gracia Grindal, ©1987 Augsburg Publishing House AMANDA

Tune: ©1986 Paul D. Weber
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DismISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Improvisation on “Come, Share the Spirit”

LEADING WORSHIP TODAY

The Rev. David R. Lyle, presiding minister
The Rev. Troy E. Medlin, preaching minister
Christine Nelson, assisting minister
Jo-Ellyn Dorsey Swanson, deacon

The Rev. Michael D. Costello, cantor
Grace Parish Choir, choir

Eileen Maggio, Paul Nelson, lectors
Jake Beatty, Finley Schmidt, crucifer/book bearer
Susan Scherer, Tony Stephens, gift bearers
Thomas Ewert, Eliza Grahnke, John Sanger, Susan Weber, ushers
Keith Frisz, Linda Street, altar guild
James Claud, Ann Mason, Scott Street, greeters
Tom Swanson, Michael Starrick, livestream audio/video

Michael D. Costello

Copyright Acknowledgments

Portions of this liturgy reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright © 1978 by Augsburg Fortress, With One Voice, copyright
© 1995 by Augsburg Fortress, and Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 by Augsburg Fortress. Graphics reprinted from
Sundaysandseasons.com. All rights reserved. All of the above used by permission of Augsburg Fortress liturgies license #38423.

Readings come from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Voluntary and hymns under copyright reprinted and/or livestreamed by permission of OneLicense.net license #A-704569.



LET US PRAY...

Susan Franzone
MaryBeth Buschmann Linda Grisham
Larry Caponigri Susan Hammon
Dan Cattau Bob Hale

Karin Danganan Rachel Hindery
Andrea DiFebo Phyllis Kersten
Louis Elia Karen Kress

Coletta and Ty Ali (friends of Pat Anderson)

Kim Aponte (friend of Eunice Spurgat)

Anne Bartoc (relative of John and Harriet Roberts)
Fran Benson (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat)

Jack Berg (friend of Art Gustafson)

Stan Birnbaum (friend of Sandy and David Lentz)
Kim Collins (daughter of Laura and Kevin Clauss)
Constance Contursi (friend of Jennifer Staples)

Jim Crone (son of Valerie Crone)

Rodney Dale (partner of Renee Theiss)

Anne Dana (friend of Susan Messerlj)

Lottie Dean (friend of Paul Eichwedel)

David De Jong (brother-in-law of Mary Beth Logas)
Rebecca Dickinson (friend of Art Gustafson)

Patti Enslin (friend of Marilyn Heppner)

Nancy Epp (sister of Pat Anderson)

Randy Ernst (friend of Valerie Spiller)

Barbara Gehring (mother of Stephanie Wilkening)
Linda Allen Gotsch (friend of Roberta Gillespie)
Marlene Groll (friend of Ruth and Karl Reko)

Peter H. (friend of Barbara Hofmaier and David Heim)
Erma Jean Haas (grandmother of Hannah Langhoff)
Joe Hammon (husband of Susan Hammon)

Jory Hennelly (granddaughter of Bruce Cordes)
Harry Heppner (brother-in-law of Marilyn Heppner)
Emily Hildner (niece of Eunice Spurgat)

Jeff Hopkins (brother of Susie Calhoun)

Kristen Jacobucci (cousin of Cathy Schnittker)
Josephine Jamin (sister of Nell Hernandez)
Maureen Jordan (friend of Al Swanson)

George Judt (brother of Margaret Burke)

Kathy Kersten (sister-in-law of Phyllis Kersten)

Jim Kirschenmann (uncle of Renee Theiss)

Ann Bresnen

Mark Lucht Naomi Rowley
Chris Lueking Linda Schwab
Joe Modrich Eunice Spurgat
Betty Moore Virginia Walker
Carol Prinz

Stan Reddel

Ron Rott

Lenard Kling (friend of Paul Eichwedel)

Arnold Krubsack (brother of Irmgard Swanson)

Kathryn Krubsack (niece of Irmgard Swanson)

Diane Larsen (friend of Al Swanson)

Lauren Marshall (friend of Carol Ewald)

Molly McNerny-MacGowan (friend of Marilyn Heppner)
Connie Melvin (cousin of Stephanie Wilkening)
Lavonne Millard (sister of Irmgard Swanson)

Monika Nash (daughter of Verna Offermann)

Dwight and Betty Nelson (parents of Annalise Nelson Balock)
Gloria Nuechterlein (sister-in-law of Eunice Spurgat)
Rick Overholt (friend of JR Reynolds)

Crystal Pettus (Grace School parent)

James Powers (friend of Al Swanson)

Diane Raschal (cousin of Jennifer Staples)

Kitty Rose (friend of Carolyn Garber)

Scott Saxsma (friend of Laura Merwin)

Don and Marilla Schenk (parents of Ole Schenk)

Besnik Shembitrasi (friend of many at Grace)

Rachel Spahn (daughter of Philip Spahn)

Stacy and Mark (friend’s of Case and Pat Hoogendoorn)
Alfred Stark (friend of Liz Hanson)

Gary and Nancy Stelling (friend of Pastor Phyllis Kersten)
Adam Stopeck (brother-in-law of Janel Dennen)
Jennifer Sylvester (daughter of Janet Sylvester)

Gaylord Thomas (friend of Ruth and Karl Reko)

Mary Lou Wagoner (sister-in-law of Stan Reddel)

Dave Wick (friend of Jennifer Staples)

Michael Wilson (friend of Larry and Carolyn Garber)
Jeff Wood (husband of Claudia Wood)

Tara Zinger (friend of Jennifer Staples)
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Benevolence ministries
Lutheran Child & Family Services of lllinois (LCFS)

In thanksgiving for
The 35" wedding anniversary of Tom and Deb Maxwell

Those serving in the armed services

Kevin Buss (nephew of Christa Krout) Miles Powell (grandson of Bob and Bonnie Shaner)
Josh Espinosa (cousin of Jenny Luebbe) Sonny Putman (nephew of Susan Franzone)
Matthew Garmatz (grandson of Margaret Garmatz) Rusty Robb (grandnephew of Margaret Kruse/Roberta Gillespie)

Zachery Grosz (great-nephew of Bob and Bonnie Shaner)  Christopher W. Sylvester (grandson of Janet Sylvester)
Joshua Nelson (son-in-law of Ted and Maja Anton)

Those studying abroad
Isabella Staples (The Netherlands) Cole Baird (The Netherlands)

Those who are homebound

Jayne Chilton Patricia Herendeen Dave Moeller Gick Schmidt
Bruce Cordes Karen McMahon Carol Prinz Kathleen Wrobel
Christopher Davis Susan Messerli Tim Sandvoss

Prayer requests can be made through the church office. Contact Esther Armstrong (earmstrong@graceriverforest.org) to
be included in the weekly prayers. For more private prayer concerns, please contact Kathy Lucht (kathy.lucht@gmail.com)
to be added to the confidential prayer chain.

Electronic giving
Your financial gifts support the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church and School.

On Venmo Search for Grace Lutheran Church/School or @graceriverforest.

By text Text a dollar amount to 833-471-1346. If you're a first-time text giver, you'll receive a
link with instructions about how to complete your donation.

Online donation Go to GraceRiverForest.org and look for Donate on the home page menu.
Or use the QR code.
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE

TODAY, OCTOBER 11

Library Open (self-service) .......ouverervrnreennne 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
No Confirmation or Sunday School - Fall Break

Worship — Holy Communion 10:00 a.m.
Consonance Concert (Fellowship Hall).......cocovevineenienncinnce 3:00 p.m.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12
Building Closed — Fall Break

Finance Committee (Virtual) 7:00 p.m.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13

Faith Forum (Church Library) 10:00 a.m.
Library Workday (Church Library) 1:00 p.m.

Elementary Education Committee (Conference Room)..... 7:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14

School Chapel Service 8:25 a.m.
Cornerstones (Church Library) 10:00 a.m.
Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Bell ROOM) ..o 6:00 p.m.
Parish Choir Rehearsal (Music ROOM) .......cccocevueeereurirerernnne 7:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15

GriefShare (Church Library) 10:00 a.m.
Yoga (3 Floor Commons) 6:00 p.m.
Moms of Littles (Youth Center) 6:30 p.m.
Scouts Court of Honor (Fellowship Hall) .....c.cccoevevevennecenen. 7:00 p.m.
Justice and Peace Committee (Conference Room)............. 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16

Tai Chi (Church Library) 10:00 a.m.
Cooking for the Crib (Main Kitchen)........co.ooevvonerennrernreennnens 4:00 p.m.
Religion in Literature (Off-site) 7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17

Visitation for Miriam Bretscher (Atrium).......ccccoevvevvveeeenne 10:00 a.m.
Memorial Service for Miriam Bretscher....................... 11:00 a.m.
Bretscher Reception (Fellowship Hall) ..o 12:00 p.m.
Witness Service 7:00 p.m.
Reception for Witness Service (Fellowship Hall).................. 8:00 p.m.
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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church

We are glad that you are worshipping with us!
If you are visiting us for the first time or E !
would like to learn more about Grace, 1
please complete this form, detach, and o
place it in the offering plate. If you
prefer a digital form, you can scan the
QR code instead.

Name(s)

E-mail Address

Mailing Address

City/State/Zip

Phone Number

Check all that apply:

___lam visiting Grace for the first time.

___lwould like to know more about Grace Church.

___lam interested in a path toward membership.

___lwould like to know more about Grace School.

___lwould like to receive Grace’s weekly e-mail.

___lwould like one of the pastors to contact me
via (checkone) __ Phone or __ E-mail

GRACE 7300 Division Street

River Forest, lllinois 60305
LUHFHERAN  Phore: (708) 366-6300

Fax: (708) 366-0966
CHURCH >

www.graceriverforest.org

& SC H OO I_ gracechurch@graceriverforest.org

Called by Christ, we grow in grace, live with love, and go to serve.

David R. Lyle, Senior Pastor

Troy E. Medlin, Associate Pastor

Michael D. Costello, Cantor

Taylor-Imani Gates, Principal

Julie Modrich, Ministry Engagement Manager
Amanda Smith, Communications Manager

Jim McClanahan, Director of Administration & Finance
David Pfeiffer, Facilities Manager

José Meza, Technology Manager
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