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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church
We are glad that you have joined us for this afternoon’s Bach Cantata Vespers.

We worship online in an effort to minimize the spread of COVID-19 and encourage
you to follow along in this document as you also watch or listen to the service,
available on the Bach Cantata Vespers YouTube channel.

The Bach Cantata Vespers ministry relies on the financial support of hundreds
of people like you. During this time of quarantine, we are especially in need
of your support as we plan next season’s Bach Cantata Vespers. If you are able
to support this ministry financially, please consider making a donation online.
Thank you for your support.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiw0CZTKK0S9R7r7c6umfxQ
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbQ5UJ9Rb_SFRAsbFYxeTCJCXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx0h_Y09AQogLv6BNO71FKlc=&ver=3
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The Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2020

EVENING PRAYER

PRELUDE

Kyrie, Gott heiliger Geist, BWV 671 Johann Sebastian Bach
  (1685–1750)

Kyrie! O God the Holy Ghost,
  Guard our faith, the gift we need the most,
  And bless our life’s last hour,
  That we leave this sinful world with gladness.
  Eleison! Eleison! Amen.
  Text: Latin hymn, c. 1100; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890-1950, alt.

SERVICE OF LIGHT

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiw0CZTKK0S9R7r7c6umfxQ
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbQ5UJ9Rb_SFRAsbFYxeTCJCXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx0h_Y09AQogLv6BNO71FKlc=&ver=3
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+ PSALMODY +
We sit.
PSALM 141
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Silence for meditation is observed, then:
PSALM PRAYER

L Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before you, O Lord,
and let your lovingkindness descend upon us, that with purified minds
we may sing your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host,
and may glorify you forever and ever.

C Amen.
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HYMN: Thy Strong Word
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+WORD +

READING: Romans 8:12–17
[St. Paul writes:] 12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according

 to the flesh — 13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to
 death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children
 of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a
 spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our
 spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
 Christ — if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

READING: Matthew 7:15–23
[Jesus said to his disciples:] 15“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing
but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered
from thorns, or figs from thistles? 17In the same way, every good tree bears good fruit, but the
bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.
19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus you will
know them by their fruits.
21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the
one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 22On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord,
did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of
power in your name?’ 23Then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; go away from me, you
evildoers.’”

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

HOMILY                                 Jill Peláez Baumgaertner
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CANTATA: Wo Gott der Herr nicht bei uns hält, BWV 178  Johann Sebastian Bach

Translation of the German text for each movement is below.
For background on the cantata, view the preview lecture on the cantata, available in a separate video.

1. Chorus
Wo Gott der Herr nicht bei uns hält,
 Where the Lord God does not abide with us,
Wenn unsre Feinde toben,
 If our enemies rage,
Und er unser Sach nicht zufällt
 And he does not support our cause
Im Himmel hoch dort oben,
 In heaven high above,
Wo er Israel Schutz nicht ist
 Where he does not protect Israel,
Und selber bricht der Feinde List,
 And breaks not the enemy’s tricks,
So ist’s mit uns verloren.
 Then all is lost with us.
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2. Chorale and Recitative (alto)
Was Menschenkraft und -witz anfäht,
 What human power and wit contrive,
Soll uns billig nicht schrecken;
 Should not so cheaply scare us;
  Denn Gott der Höchste steht uns bei
   For God the highest stands by us
  Und machet uns von ihren Stricken frei.
   And frees us from their snares.
Er sitzet an der höchsten Stätt,
 He sits in the highest place,
Er wird ihrn Rat aufdecken.
 He will uncover their counsel.
  Die Gott im Glauben fest umfassen,
   Those who firmly embrace God in faith,
  Will er niemals versäumen noch verlassen;
   He will never abandon nor forsake;
  Er stürzet der Verkehrten Rat
   He overturns the counsel of the perverted
  Und hindert ihre böse Tat.
   And hinders their wicked deeds.
Wenn sie’s aufs klügste greifen an,
 When they attack with the greatest shrewdness,
  Auf Schlangenlist und falsche Ränke sinnen,
   Plotting with a serpent’s tricks and false scheming
  Der Bosheit Endzweck zu gewinnen;
   To achieve their evil goal;
So geht doch Gott ein ander Bahn:
 Then God goes down another path:
  Er führt die Seinigen mit starker Hand,
   He leads his people with a mighty hand,
  Durchs Kreuzesmeer, in das gelobte Land,
   Through the sea of the cross into the promised land,
  Da wird er alles Unglück wenden.
   Where he will reverse all misfortune.
Es steht in seinen Händen.
 It is in his hands.
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3. Aria (bass)
Gleichwie die wilden Meereswellen
 Just as the wild waves of the sea
Mit Ungestüm ein Schiff zerschellen,
 Impetuously dash a ship to pieces,
So raset auch der Feinde Wut
 So also rages the fury of enemies
Und raubt das beste Seelengut.
 And steals what’s best in the soul.
Sie wollen Satans Reich erweitern,
 They want to expand Satan’s kingdom,
Und Christi Schifflein soll zerscheitern.
 And Christ’s little ship shall be wrecked.

4. Chorale (tenor)
Sie stellen uns wie Ketzern nach,
 They persecute us as heretics,
Nach unserm Blut sie trachten;
 They are out for our blood;
Noch rühmen sie sich Christen auch,
 Yet they boast they’re also Christians,
Die Gott allein groß achten.
 Who greatly esteem only God.
Ach Gott, der teure Name dein
 Ah God, your precious name
Muss ihrer Schalkheit Deckel sein,
 Has to be a cover for their wickedness,
Du wirst einmal aufwachen.
 One day you will awaken to this.
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5. Chorale and Recitative
Auf sperren sie den Rachen weit,
 Their ravenous jaws they open wide,
  Nach Löwenart mit brüllendem Getöne;
   Like a lion, with sounds of roaring;
  Sie fletschen ihre Mörderzähne
   They bare their murderous teeth
Und wollen uns verschlingen.
 And want to swallow us up.
  Jedoch,
   And yet,
Lob und Dank sei Gott allezeit;
 Praise and thanks be to God always;
  Der Held aus Juda schützt uns noch,
   The hero from Judah protects us still,
Es wird ihn’ nicht gelingen.
 They will not succeed.
  Sie werden wie die Spreu vergehn,
   They will blow away like chaff,
  Wenn seine Gläubigen wie grüne Bäume stehn.
   While his believers stand like green trees.
Er wird ihrn Strick zerreißen gar
 He will break asunder their snares
Und stürzen ihre falsche Lahr.
 And overturn their false doctrine.
  Gott wird die törichten Propheten
   God will kill the foolish prophets
  Mit Feuer seines Zornes töten
   With the fire of his anger
  Und ihre Ketzerei verstören.
   And annihilate their heresies.
Sie werden’s Gott nicht wehren.
 They will have no defense against God.



13

6. Aria (tenor)
Schweig, schweig nur, taumelnde Vernunft!
 Be silent, just be silent, stumbling reason!
Sprich nicht: Die Frommen sind verlorn,
 Do not say: the devout are lost,
Das Kreuz hat sie nur neu geborn.
 The cross has given them new life,
Denn denen, die auf Jesum hoffen,
 For to those who hope in Jesus
Steht stets die Tür der Gnaden offen;
 The door of mercy stands always open;
Und wenn sie Kreuz und Trübsal drückt,
 And if cross and tribulation crush them,
So werden sie mit Trost erquickt.
 They will be refreshed with comfort.

7. Chorale
Die Feind sind all in deiner Hand,
 Our enemies are all in your hand,
Darzu all ihr Gedanken;
 Along with all their thoughts;
Ihr Anschläg sind dir, Herr, bekannt,
 Their attacks are known to you, Lord,
Hilf nur, dass wir nicht wanken.
 Help us, so we do not waver.
Vernunft wider den Glauben ficht,
 If reason fights against faith,
Aufs Künftge will sie trauen nicht,
 In future we will not trust it,
Da du wirst selber trösten.
 Since you yourself will console us.

Den Himmel und auch die Erden
 The heaven and also the Earth
Hast du, Herr Gott, gegründet;
 Were founded, Lord God, by you;
Dein Licht lass uns helle werden,
 Let your light become bright for us,
Das Herz uns werd entzündet
 And let our hearts be ignited
In rechter Lieb des Glaubens dein,
 In true love of faith for you,
Bis an das End beständig sein.
 Steadfast to the end.
Die Welt lass immer murren.
 Let the world murmur forever.
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Silence is observed, then:
L In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.

MAGNIFICAT



15

+ PRAYERS +

LITANY

After each petition:
L …let us pray to the Lord.
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L Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Silence is kept, then:
L Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves,
 one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord.

The litany concludes:

The litany continues:
L For the faithful who have gone before us and are at rest, let us give thanks to the Lord.

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works:
 Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
 that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments;
 and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies,
 may live in peace and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior,
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever.
C Amen.

L Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
  hallowed be thy name,
  thy kingdom come,
  thy will be done,
  on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread;
 and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation,
  but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom,
  and the power, and the glory,
  forever and ever. Amen.
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BENEDICAMUS DOMINO

BENEDICTION
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HYMN: Holy God, We Praise Your Name
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Portions of this liturgy reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright © 1978 by Augsburg Fortress. Graphics reprinted from
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Thank you
The presentation of Bach Cantata Vespers is made possible by the contributions of many donors who are gratefully
acknowledged in this worship folder. Please inform the Grace business office of any errors or omissions. This listing
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Special thanks are extended to Karen P. Danford for her translation of the cantata text from German to English.
Thank you for your continued support of this ministry and for your prayers. Soli Deo Gloria!

Donate Now
All of the wonderful music that is made at Grace to the glory of God depends on the support of
hundreds of people like you. Please consider making a gift of any size at www.bachvespers.org or by
sending a check made out to Grace Lutheran Church (with Bach Vespers in the memo line) to Grace at
7300 Division Street, River Forest, Illinois, 60305.
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